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Святого Йосафата 
Української Католицької Єпархії Едмонтону 

10825 – 97th Street N.W.  
Edmonton, Alberta, T5H-2M4  
Tel: 780-422-3181  
Email: josaphat@telus.net 
Website: www.stjosaphat.ab.ca 

BISHOP 

Most Rev. David Motiuk, Eparch of Edmonton 
chancery@edmontoneparchy.com  780-424-5496 
Website: www.edmontoneparchy.com 

Very Rev. Stephen Wojcichowsky, Vicar General 
vicar@eeparchy.com   780-424-5496 

CATHEDRAL CLERGY 

Fr. Peter Babej, Parish Pastor 
fr.babej@eeparchy.com | 780-993-8037 (cell) 

Fr. Mykhaylo Bohun, Assistant Priest 
fr.bohun@eeparchy.com | 587-223-8485 (cell) 

Fr. Michael Kowalchyk (retired) 
kowalchykmichael@gmail.com |780-718-1159 (cell) 

Fr. Terry Cherwick (military chaplaincy)  
cherwick7@gmail.com | 780-237-0376 (cell) 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Rick Doblanko, Chair 
rmdoblanko@shaw.ca | 780-473-5092 

DIVINE SERVICES 

Mon-Fri:  Div. Liturgy, 7:30 AM 

Saturday: Div. Liturgy, 9:00 AM 

Sat. Vigil: Great Vespers, 4:00 PM 

 Div. Liturgy (Bilingual), 5:00 PM. 

Sunday: Matins, 7:00 AM  

 Div. Liturgy (Eng), 8:00 AM 

 Div. Liturgy (Eng), 9:30 AM 

 Div. Liturgy (Ukr), 11:15 AM.   

Sunday, December 20, 2020 

Sunday before 
the Nativity of Christ 

Tone 4 

 Sunday of the Holy Fathers; the Holy Priest-Martyr 

Ignatius the Godbearer (110) 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

DIVINE LITURGY 

Troparia and Kontakia 

Troparion, Tone 2: Great are the achievements of 
faith!* In the fountain of flames, the three holy 
youths rejoiced as by the water of rest,* and the 
prophet Daniel was revealed shepherding lions 
like sheep.* Through their intercession, O Christ 
God,* save our souls. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

Kontakion, Tone 6: Armed by the Being that defies 
description* You defied the man-made idol, O 
thrice blessed youth.* In the midst of the 
unbearable flames you stood and cried out to 
God:* “In Your mercy, O gracious One, hasten 
and come to our aid,”* for You can do whatever 
You will. 
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Prokeimenon, Tone 4 

Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers,* and 
praised and glorified is Your Name forever. 

Verse: For You are righteous in everything that 
You have done to us. (Daniel 3:26,27) 

Epistle - Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40 

A reading from the holy Apostle Paul to the 
Hebrews. 
Brothers and sisters: By faith Abraham stayed 
for a time in the land he had been promised, as 
in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he looked forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God. By faith Abraham1, when put to the test, 
offered up Isaac. He who had received the 
promises was ready to offer up his only son, of 
whom he had been told, “It is through Isaac that 
descendants shall be named for you.” He 
considered the fact that God is able even to 
raise someone from the dead—and figuratively 
speaking, he did receive him back. 

By faith Isaac invoked blessings for the future on 
Jacob and Esau. 

By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the 
sons of Joseph, “bowing in worship over the top 
of his staff.” 

By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made 
mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave 
instructions about his burial. 

By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for 
three months after his birth, because they saw 
that the child was beautiful; and they were not 
afraid of the king’s edict. 

 
1 The faithful of the patriarchal age. Abraham stands out 
as the man of faith par excellence. He kept faith when the 
Lord called him to leave his homeland to roam around 
Canaan like a nomad and to sacrifice his son as a holocaust. 
Sarah overcame doubts with faith, believing that God 
could reverse the barrenness of her womb with the 
blessing of a son. Isaac and Jacob blessed their sons and 
gave them visions of the future. Joseph peered into the 
future by faith, foreseeing the Exodus and the transfer of 
his bones out of Egypt.  

And what more should I say? For time would fail 
me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophets2—who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, obtained promises, shut 
the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength 
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 
foreign armies to flight. Women received their 
dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a 
better resurrection. Others suffered mocking 
and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they 
were sawn in two, they were killed by the 
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of 
whom the world was not worthy. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, and in 
caves and holes in the ground. 

Yet all these, though they were commended for 
their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
since God had provided something better so 
that they would not, apart from us, be made 
perfect. 

Alleluia Verses 

Verse: O God, we have heard with our ears, and 
our fathers have told us the work You did in 
their days. 

Verse: You saved us from our oppressors and put 
to shame those who hate us. 

 

 

2 The faithful judges, kings, prophets and martyrs. In 
addition to those already mentioned allusion is made to 
others: Daniel stopped the mouths of lions, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego stood unharmed while the fire 
dance around them. The widow of Zarephath and the 
Shunammite woman received their children back from the 
dead; the Maccabean martyrs were tortured as they 
professed faith in the resurrection; the priest Zechariah 
was stoned in the Temple; the prophet Isaiah was sawn in 
two; and the prophet Elijah wore animal skins. 
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Gospel – Matthew 1:1-25 

The book of the genealogy3 of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David4, the son of Abraham. 

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah 
and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez 
and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of 
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and 
Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab 
the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father 
of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by 
Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth,5 
and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the 
father of King David. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the 
wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of 
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 
and Abijah the father of Asaph, and Asaph the 
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the 
father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 
and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham 
the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of 
Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, 
and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos 
the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of 
Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 
deportation to Babylon. And after the 
deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the 
father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of 
Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 
Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father 
of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and 
Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father 
of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, 
and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the 

 
3 A title for the following ancestry and the entire Gospel. 
The opening words recall the Greek OT in Gen 2:4 and 5:1. 
Christ: A title (Gk. Christos) meaning the “Anointed One”. 
It is the Greek rendering of the OT word for “Messiah.” 
According to Lk 4:18-19, Jesus is anointed by the Holy 
Spirit. It is this title for Jesus that Matthew elucidates 
throughout his Gospel.  
4 The Abrahamic and Davidic ancestry of Jesus establishes 
his credentials to be the royal Messiah of Israel. God long 
ago promised that “kings” would stem from Abraham’s 

father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 

So, all the generations from Abraham to David 
are fourteen generations; and from David to the 
deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; 
and from the deportation to Babylon to the 
Christ, fourteen generations. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this 
way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
But just when he had resolved to do this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary your wife, for the child conceived 
in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” All this took place to 
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and his name shall be called 
Emmanuel,” which means, “God with us.” 
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his 
wife but knew her not until she had borne a son; 
and he called his name Jesus. 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; * praise Him 
in the highest. (Psalm 148:1) * Alleluia, alleluia,* 
alleluia. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

line and later swore a covenant oath that David would 
always have a dynastic heir.  
5 The inclusion of women in a Jewish genealogy is unusual 
but not unprecedented. Gentile blood within Jesus’ 
lineage anticipates the international scope of the gospel 
for men and women of all nations.  
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For Further Reflection 

2 Samuel 7:8-14, 16-17 
8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 
David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep, 
that you should be prince over my people Israel; 
9 and I have been with you wherever you went, 
and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you; and I will make for you a great name, like 
the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And 
I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and 
will plant them, that they may dwell in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and violent 
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
11 from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all 
your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to 
you that the LORD will make you a house. 
12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down 
with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring 
after you, who shall come forth from your body, 
and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build 
a house for my name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his 
father, and he shall be my son… 16 And your 
house and your kingdom shall be made sure for 
ever before me; your throne shall be 
established forever.’” 17 In accordance with all 
these words, and in accordance with all this 
vision, Nathan spoke to David. 

Micah 5:2-4 
2 Thus says the Lord: “But you, O Bethlehem 
Eph′rathah, who are little to be among the clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one 
who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from 
of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall 
give them up until the time when she who is in 
travail has brought forth; then the rest of his 
brethren shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name 
of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, 
for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth.” 

Isaiah 7:10-14 
10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask a sign of the 
LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I 
will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 And he said, 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 
you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Imman′u-el. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government will be upon his shoulder, and 
his name will be called “Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” 7 Of the increase of his government and 
of peace there will be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and over his kingdom, to establish it, 
and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and for 
evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 
this. 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump 
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And his 
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall 
not judge by what his eyes see or decide by 
what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth; and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. 6 The wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid, and the calf and the lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall 
lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall feed; 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The sucking child 
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
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weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s 
den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the 
sea. 10 In that day the root of Jesse shall stand as 
an ensign to the peoples; him shall the nations 
seek, and his dwellings shall be glorious. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PARISH 

BULLETIN BY EMAIL – if you wish to receive a 
copy of the bulletin by email, please let us 
know by calling the parish office (780-422-
3181) or send your email request to 
josaphat@telus.net 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY & BEST WISHES – to Carol 
Batty, Senna Gatzke and Summer Gatzke and to 
all who celebrated their birthdays or 
anniversaries this past week, or will celebrate 
this upcoming week. May God bless you with 
health, happiness and peace! Mnohaya Lita!!! 

LIVESTREAM VIA TELUS OPTIK – Please note 
that starting Monday, December 21, your 
livestream will not be featured on a dedicated 
Catholic faith channel (Alberta based 
communities), Channel 877. 

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES: REGISTRATION IS 
REQUIRED – to accomodate everyone, five 
Divine Liturgies will be offered on the Feast of 
the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day). The availability of each 
are as follows: 

Christmas Eve – Thursday, December 24 

9 PM – Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (English); 
room for 2 more people. 

11 PM – Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Bilingual); 
this Liturgy is full, no more registrations. 

Christmas Day – Friday, December 25 

9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (English); there is room 
for 24 more people. 

11:15 AM – Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian); there is 
room for 8 more people. 

1:00 PM - Divine Liturgy (Bilingual); there is 
room for 55 people. 

Since seating is limited to 15% capacity for each 
service (70 people), we ask that parishioners 
call in to sign up for the Divine Liturgy they 
wish to attend for Christmas. Please do not 
leave this to the last minute.  

CURRENT GUIDELINES 

1. Please answer health questions. You 
may enter the church for Divine Liturgy if: 

a. You are in good health, with no 
serious medical conditions. 

b. You have not been tested for COVID 
and you are not awaiting test 
results. 

c. You have not been in contact with 
someone who has COVID. 

d. You have not travelled outside of 
the country in the past two weeks. 

e. You do not have cold symptoms 
such as: a runny hose, a sore throat, 
persistent cough, sneezing, 
headache, feel weak or exhausted.  

2. Please sign-in. After signing in, please 
disinfect the pen you used. 

3. Sanitize hands – before entering. 

4. Please wear a mask at all times. Free 
masks are available as you enter the 
cathedral. 

5. Maintain physical distancing. Families 
or members of the same household 
may sit in the same pew. 

6. No congregational singing. 

7. No veneration of icons. 

8. Children are to remain in pews with 
parents. 

9. Approach Holy Communion – to 
closest station to you, maintaining 
physical distancing. 

10.   Exit – by north or south doors. 

mailto:josaphat@telus.net
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CHRISTMAS-THEOPHANY 2020-2021 – copies 
of the schedule are available for pick-up at the 
main entrance to the cathedral. 

2021 ENVELOPES – are ready for pick-up 
downstairs.  

2021 LITURGICAL CALENDARS - will be available 
today for pick-up! Sincerest thanks to Rev. 
Father Michael Winn, Rector of Holy Spirit 
Seminary, for typesetting, editing, and 
preparing the 2021 Calendar for printing. Our 
sincerest thanks also to Park Memorial Ltd. for 
coverning the costs associated with printing. 
May God bless! 

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED – Thursday, 
December 24 and Friday, December 25. 

NEEDY FUND – The funds collected have been 
distributed to the following charities: Marian 
Centre, Bissell Centre, Hope Mission, CNEWA 
Canada, Lurana Women’s Shelter, The Back 
Porch, Ukrainian Social Services, and the 
Mustard Seed. Sincerest thanks to all donors! 

ZABAVA PROGRAM 840 CFCW - Bishop David 
Motiuk will speak on the Zabava Program 840 
CFCW, Sunday December 20th, between 7:00-
9:00pm.  This is a special Christmas edition that 
will feature Christmas carols and narratives 
discussing the traditions that Ukrainians have 
celebrated for hundreds of years. Tune in and 
join us for this special program! 

CAMP ST. BASIL CHRISTMAS 2020 – Camp St. 
Basil is pleased to invite you to our third online 
camp, and our first-ever Christmas Camp. Our 
daily schedule will include prayer, Zoom-
friendly games and activities, and short lessons 
on the Christmas story. Our online camps are 
free of charge. However, there will be various 
materials and supplies that will be required for 
some of our crafts and activities. These will be a 
combination of low-cost items and household 
items that families may already have. Register 
by Dec. 21. Dates: Dec. 27, 2020, 5:00pm; Dec. 
28-31, 2020, 10:00 – 11:15am MST. Dress-up 
theme days; Christmas-Themed Activities, 

Crafts, Games; Lessons on the Christmas Story. 
Phone: 1-780-434-8010 
Email: campsaintbasils@gmail.com 

Website: https://tinyurl.com/campstbasil 

CHRISTMAS/RIZDVO ARTWORK CONTEST – 
sponsored by the UCWLC – Eparchy of 
Edmonton. Any students Grades 1-12 are 
invited to submit an original piece of artwork 
(no larger than 8.5’’ by 11’’ page). The winning 
art will be used to publish 2021 Christmas cards. 
The top winner in each category (Grades 1-3, 
Grades 4-6, Grades 7-9, Grades 10-12) will 
receive a monetary prize of $50.00. Entries must 
illustrate some aspect of the birth of Jesus as 
recorded in the Gospels or illustrate Ukrainian 
Christmas traditions (no Santas, reindeer, elves, 
or presents). Submission deadline: Friday, 
January 29, 2020. Please send entries in one of 
two ways: 1) send scanned JPEG (300 dpi)  or 
PDF file of the original work to: 
christmasrzdvoartcontext@gmail.com or 
2) mail the original artwork to Christmas/Rizdvo 
Arwork Contest, 13908 86th Street, Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5E 3C1. 

YOUNGER COMMUNITY MEMBERS – The 
UCWLC (Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada) has a Ukrainian Museum that is 
presently housed in the lower level of St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in 
Edmonton. We’ve embarked on a project to 
relocate our museum to a larger facility with 
more space for display, storage, educational 
programming, and special events. Thur far, a 
partial Board of Directors has been established 
and planning has begun. However, to sustain 
this museum and provide continuity well into 
the future, we need young people to become 
involved in this project now. We understand 
that in this age group, you are busy with work, 
some have growing families and generally, life is 
very busy. Whatever time you could devote to 
this project at this time and in the years ahead 
with the possibility of becoming more involved 
in the future as one’s life changes, would be of 
benefit. If you are passionate about saving our 

https://tinyurl.com/campstbasil
mailto:christmasrzdvoartcontext@gmail.com
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Ukrainian artifacts and making them available 
for others to become familiar with and in this 
way elevating our cultural presence in society or 
are enrolled in museum studies, then we invite 
you to join our team. We are also looking for 
people in this age group with specialized 
knowledge in accounting, fundraising and legal 
matters. For more information and/or to submit 
your name, please contact Joyce Chrunik-
Rudiak (project chair) at 780-467-0141 or 
joyciedon@telus.net. Thank you for taking the 
time to read this announcement and hope to 
hear from you soon. 

ST. JOSAPHAT BOOKSTORE – is open upon 
request. To make arrangements, please contact 
Ivone Shewchuk at 587-709-5193 or 
ivoneshewchuk@yahoo.ca 

DIRECT DEPOSIT –You may have your church 
donations regularly transferred to the Cathedral 
on a monthly basis. If you are interested in 
beginning in the New Year, please fill out a form 
and have it into the office no later than 
December 20, 2020. The form is available: 1. 
online at our website, 2. you may request one 
from the parish office, or 3. you may send an 
email addressed to Andrea Szabo with your 
request to josaphat@telus.net. All pre-
authorized direct deposits are withdrawn on 
the first business day of each month to help 
defray the cost of processing fees for the 
Cathedral.  To calculate your monthly donation, 
simply take your weekly donation and multiply 
it by 52 (weeks) and divide by 12 (months).   
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

Sunday Envelopes $13,390.93 
Loose Donations $116.00 
Candles $50.85 
Donations to the Church $472.12 

TOTAL SUNDAY: $14,029.90 

Sincere thanks to all donors! 

CHURCH DONATION 

In memory of +Stephania Bayduza 

Natalie Edwards $25.00 
Helen Tymoszko $20.00 

Carey Pawlychka $20.00 
Luba Feduschak $25.00 

In memory of +Zenia Boyko 
Jeff & Lydia Hodgson $100.00 

PRESERVATION FUND  

N.N. $20.00 
Frank Allore $100.00 
John & Stephanie Lotocki $100.00 

In memory of +Lillian Melnychenko 
Ihor Dmytruk $20.00 
Chrysant Dmytruk $500.00 

OTHER COLLECTIONS 

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL $10.00 

NEEDY FUND $195.00 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION $110.00 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR BISHOP & PRIESTS  $10.00 

EASTER OFFERING FOR BISHOP & PRIESTS  $10.00 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS $215.00 

Sincere thanks to all those who made donations online, or 
sent by mail, or left in our mailbox. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Scandals in the Family Tree: Homily for 

the Sunday Before the Nativity of Christ  

Father Philip LeMasters  

 During the season of Christmas, many of us will 

see family members whom we may not visit 

often.  I hope that most of us truly enjoy our family 

celebrations, but, unfortunately, they can be 

difficult for many people because of strained 

relationships, old resentments, and the fact that no 

one is perfect, including those to whom we are 

related by birth or marriage. In the world as we 

know it, family can be a struggle.    

 Our gospel reading today does not shy away 

from such difficulties, even in the genealogy of 

Jesus Christ, Who had the right heritage to be the 

Messiah, the anointed One in Whom all God’s 

promises to Abraham are fulfilled for the entire 

world. What family would not be strained by 

remembrance of scandalous stories involving 

figures such as Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and 

Bathsheba, Gentile women who were disreputable 

in one way or another, precisely the sort of women 

Jewish men were told time and again not to bring 

into the family. For example, Tamar disguised 

mailto:josaphat@telus.net
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herself as a prostitute and bore twins by her father-

in-law.  Rahab actually was a prostitute. King 

David committed adultery with Bathsheba and 

then murdered her husband. Ruth was King 

David’s great-grandmother and a Moabite 

woman. The Old Testament is full of warnings to 

Jewish men against marrying Gentile women like 

Ruth.  Just think for a moment how amazing it is 

that St. Matthew began his gospel by reminding us 

of these embarrassing stories. Their presence in the 

genealogy is a sign that God worked through 

generations of families not unlike our own to bring 

salvation to the world.  They are a reminder that 

His blessings are not only for the proper and 

upstanding with perfect reputations, but for 

everyone with faith in the Lord, no matter their 

memorable failings or roles in embarrassing 

situations that we would rather forget. Through 

this shockingly honest family tree, St. Matthew 

prepares us for the unique Messiah we encounter 

in Jesus Christ Who came to save sinners, to heal 

the sick, to exalt the humble, and make those who 

are dead last in the eyes of the world the very first 

in the Kingdom of God.  

 This family tree does not stop with unlikely 

characters from the Old Testament, for it 

culminates in the shocking and unconventional 

event of the Most Holy Theotokos’s conception of 

Christ. That is the kind of news that would shake 

up any family even today.  When we remember 

that this is the story of the union in Jesus Christ of 

God and humanity for the salvation of the world, 

the story becomes even more shocking.  For we 

like to think that God’s ways are like our ways that 

He favors those who are living the dream, who 

appear healthy, wealthy, and wise by our culture’s 

standards. But when we do so, we simply make 

God in our own image and ultimately let ourselves 

off the hook as though holiness were not really for 

us because our lives are not perfect in every way. 

We forget, however, that many of the Saints we 

know best were once outrageous sinners, and that 

even those who were not faced difficult struggles 

that were embarrassing, unconventional, or 

inconvenient. Just think of the suspicions people 

had about the Theotokos and St. Joseph the 

Betrothed.    

 Though not many people noticed it at the time, 

God’s promises in the Old Testament extended to 

all who believed, including Gentiles and sinners. 

Think for a moment of all the sufferings and 

struggles of the righteous people of the Hebrews. 

As our epistle reading states, “And all these, 

though well attested by their faith, did not receive 

what was promised, since God had foreseen 

something better for us, that apart from us they 

should not be made perfect.”  As astounding as it 

sounds, the promises to them awaited their 

fulfillment until the coming of Christ in Whom we 

may all become part of this family tree.   

 For Jews and Gentiles, for the upright and the 

scandalous alike, He is the vine and we are the 

branches.  True, we are all unworthy and unlikely 

members of such a family. Like those who 

prepared for the coming of Christ and have served 

Him since, we are also sinners whose lives in many 

ways fall short and wide of the mark. Perhaps that 

is why the Son of God chose a human heritage full 

of imperfect people who often stumbled 

themselves; perhaps that is why He was born in 

circumstances that at least outwardly commanded 

the respect of no one. 

 Yes, the good news that we will celebrate at 

Christmas is that there is hope for us all in Him. 

And if we want to have hope in Christ for 

ourselves, then we must also not give up hope for 

other people.  Whether family members, friends, 

coworkers, or whoever, our Savior calls everyone 

to become part of the current generation of this 

blessed family tree.  Perhaps there are those we 

think are just too broken, who have made such 

messes of their lives that they appear as better 

candidates for condemnation than for salvation. 

When we start thinking that way about particular 

people, we should immediately turn our thoughts 
to the humble repentance of the Jesus Prayer, for 

not one of us deserves a place in the kingdom on 

the basis of our accomplishments. The Lord’s 

human ancestors include notorious sinners; tax-

collectors and prostitutes were among His first 

followers; St. Peter denied Him three times; and St. 
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Paul had been a persecutor of Christians.  If His 

healing mercy extended even to them and if we 

want that same grace for ourselves, we simply 

cannot write anyone off as a hopeless case.  Much 

less are we ever justified in speaking or acting in 

self-righteous, judgmental ways toward anyone.   

 Of course, there are broken and severely 

strained relationships that we do not have the 

power to heal.  But to the extent that it depends on 

us, we are to be at peace with everyone.  That may 

mean keeping our mouths shut when we would like 

to remind someone of their failings or otherwise to 

criticize them or to slander them behind their 

back.  It may mean small gestures to let others 

know that, despite a painful history, we do not 

judge or abandon them.  It may mean simply 

praying in silence for God’s mercy on those who 

have lost their way and for strength to treat others 

as we would like to be treated.  We must show 

others the same mercy that we have received as 

undeserving members of His most blessed family. 

Above all, we must remember that God knows 

people’s hearts—including our own—in ways that 

we do not.  Christ was born to save sinners, not to 

condemn them.         

 So, as we conclude our preparation for 

Christmas, let us fast not only from rich food and 

drink, but also from words, thoughts, and deeds 

that would discourage anyone from finding their 

place in the ongoing story of Christ’s 

salvation.  Let us ask for forgiveness of those 

whom we have offended and otherwise take the 

steps that we can bring health to strained 

relationships. Let us refuse to see other people with 

eyes blinded by our own passions or the 

conventional standards of our society. Who knows 

whether God will make great saints out of some 

whose lives are scandalous?  It should not surprise 

us if He does, of course, for Christ’s family tree 

included many such people. His birth continues to 

be good news for them, for you and me, and for all 

who so desperately need the healing and 

transformation that the Savior was born to bring. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

 

CЛУЖБА БОЖA 

Тропарі й Кондаки 

Тропар, глас 2: Великі подвиги віри,* в джерелі 
полум’я, як на спокійній воді, святі три отроки 
радувалися;* і пророк Даниїл пастирем левів, 
наче овець, являвся.* їх молитвами, Христе 
Боже, спаси душі наші. 

+ Слава Отцю, і Сину, і Святому Духові, * і нині, 
і повсякчас, і на віки вічні. Амінь. 

Кондак, глас 6 : Рукописаному образові не 
поклонившися,* але неописанним єством 
захистившись, триблаженні,* в подвизі 
вогню ви прославилися,* і посеред 
нестерпного полум’я стоячи, Бога ви 
призвали:* Поспішись, о, Щедрий, і скоро 
прийди як милостивий нам на поміч,* бо Ти 
можеш, якщо воля Твоя. 

Прокімен, глас 4 

Благословен єси, Господи, Боже отців наших, 
і хвальне, і прославлене ім’я Твоє на віки. 
Стих: Бо праведний єси в усьому, що створив 
Ти нам. 

Апостол -  (До Євреїв 11:9-10, 17-23; 32-40) 

ЧТЕЦЬ: До Євреїв послання  святого апостола 
Павла читання. 

Брати і сестри! Вірою Авраам перебував у 
обіцяній землі, як у чужій, живучи у наметах 
з Ісааком та Яковом, спадкоємцями, як і він, 
тієї самої обітниці. Бо чекав міста з 
непохитними основами, якого Бог 
будівничий і засновник. 

Вірою Авраам, поставлений на пробу, приніс 
у жертву Ісаака, єдинородного сина, він, що 
одержав обітниці, про якого було сказано: 
«Від Ісаака тобі народиться потомство», 
думаючи, що Бог має силу і з мертвих 
воскресити; тому і його одержав назад, як 
прообраз. 

Вірою Ісаак благословив Якова та Ісава на 
майбутнє. 
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Вірою Яків перед смертю благословив 
кожного з синів Йосифа і поклонився, 
спираючись на кінець своєї палиці. 

Вірою Йосиф, умираючи, згадав про вихід 
синів Ізраїля і розпорядився про свої кості.  

Вірою батьки Мойсея після народження три 
місяці його ховали, бо бачили красу дитини і 
не злякалися царського наказу.  

І що ще скажу? Не вистачить мені часу, коли 
почну розповідати про Гедеона, про Варака, 
про Самсона, про Єфту, про Давида й Самуїла 
та пророків, що вірою підбили царства, 
чинили справедливість, осягнули обітниці, 
загородили пащі левам, силу вогню гасили, 
вістря меча уникали, ставали сильні, бувши 
немічні, на війні проявили мужність, напади 
чужих розганяли. Жінки діставали назад своїх 
померлих, які воскресали. Інші загинули в 
муках, відкинувши визволення, щоб осягнути 
ліпше воскресіння. Інші наруг і бичів зазнали, 
та ще й кайданів і в'язниці; їх каменовано, 
розрізувано пилою, брано на допити; вони 
вмирали від меча; тинялися в овечих та 
козячих шкурах, збідовані, гноблені, 
кривджені; ті, яких світ не був вартий, 
блукали пустинями, горами, печерами та 
земними проваллями. І всі вони, хоч мали 
добре засвідчення віри, не одержали 
обіцяного, бо Бог зберіг нам щось краще, 
щоб вони не без нас осягнули досконалість. 

Алилуя, глас 4 

1. Боже, вухами нашими ми почули і отці наші 
сповістили нам. 2. Ти спас нас від тих, що 
напастують нас, і тих, що ненавидять нас, 
засоромив Ти. 

Євангеліє -  (Матея 1:1-25) 

Книга родоводу Ісуса Христа, сина Давида, 
сина Авраама. 

Авраам породив Ісаака, Ісаак породив Якова, 
Яків породив Юду і братів його. Юда породив 
Фареса та Зару від Тамари. Фарес породив 
Есрома, Есром породив Арама. Арам 
породив Амінадава, Амінадав породив 
Наасона, Наасон породив Салмона, Салмон 

породив Вооза від Рахави, Вооз породив 
Йоведа від Рути, Йовед породив Єссея, Єссей 
породив царя Давида. 

Давид породив Соломона від жінки Урії, 
Соломон породив Ровоама, Ровоам породив 
Авію, Авія породив Асафа. Асаф породив 
Йосафата, Йосафат породив Йорама, Йорам 
породив Озію. Озія породив Йоатама, 
Йоатам породив Ахаза, Ахаз породив Єзекію, 
Єзекія породив Манасію, Манасія породив 
Амоса, Амос породив Йосію, Йосія породив 
Єхонію і братів його за вавилонського 
переселення.  

А після вавилонського переселення Єхонія 
породив Салатіїла, Салатіїл породив 
Зоровавела, Зоровавел породив Авіюда, 
Авіюд породив Еліякима, Еліяким породив 
Азора, Азор породив Садока, Садок породив 
Ахима, Ахим породив Еліюда, Еліюд породив 
Єлеазара, Єлеазар породив Маттана, Маттан 
породив Якова, Яків породив Йосифа, 
чоловіка Марії, з якої народився Ісус, що 
зветься Христос. 

Поколінь же всіх було: від Авраама до 
Давида чотирнадцять, від Давида до 
вавилонського переселення чотирнадцять і 
від вавилонського переселення до Христа – 
поколінь чотирнадцять. 

Народження Ісуса Христа сталося так. Марія, 
його мати, була заручена з Йосифом; але 
перед тим, як вони зійшлися, виявилося, що 
вона була вагітна від Святого Духа. Йосиф, її 
чоловік, бувши праведний і не бажавши її 
ославити, хотів тайкома її відпустити. 

І от коли він це задумав, ангел Господній 
з'явився йому уві сні й мовив:– Йосифе, сину 
Давида, не бійсь узяти Марію, твою жінку, бо 
те, що в ній зачалось, походить від Святого 
Духа. Вона породить сина, і ти даси йому ім'я 
Ісус, бо він спасе народ свій від гріхів їхніх. 

А сталося все це, щоб збулось Господнє 
слово, сказане пророком: 

Ось діва матиме в утробі й народить сина, і 
дасть йому ім'я Еммануїл, що значить: з нами 
Бог. 
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Прокинувшись від сну, Йосиф зробив, як 
велів йому ангел Господній: прийняв свою 
жінку; і не пізнав її, аж поки не родила сина, і 
він дав йому ім'я Ісус. 

Причасний 

Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на 
висотах.* Алилуя, алилуя,* алилуя. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

ОГОЛОШЕННЯ 

ПАРАФІЯЛЬНИЙ ВІСНИК – Якщо ви бажаєте 
отримати вісник що тижня через е-пошту, 
зверніться до церковної канцеларії або 
вишліть нам вашу е-адресу на нашу адресу: 
josaphat@telus.net. 

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА – з днем народження, 
складаємо найщиріші побажання Керол 
Бетті, Сена Ґацке і Самер Ґацке та всім хто 
справляють уродини сьогодні або справляв 
уродини протягом минулого тижня або 
справлятиме у протягом наступного тижня. 
Нехай Господь Бог благословить на многі і 
благі літа! 

КОВЕРТКИ НА 2021 РІК – можна підібрати 
сьогодні, в церковній авдиторії.  

КАЛЕНДАРІ НА 2021 РІК – можна підібрати 
сьогодні. Щира подяка отцю Михайлові Винн 
за підготовку календаря до друку. Подяка 
похоронну заведенню «Парк Меморліал» за 
покриття всіх коштів. Нехай Господь Бог 
благословить! 

ЦЕРКОВНА КАНЦЕЛЯРІЯ ЗАКРИТА – у 
наступні дні: 24 грудня (четвер) та 25 грудня 
(п’ятниця). 

СЛУЖБИ БОЖІ НА РІЗДВО – РЕЄСТРАЦІЯ 
ОБОВ’ЯЗКОВА – У Різдво, відправлятимуться 
п’ять Служб Божих: 

Навечер’я Різдва – Четвер, 24-го грудня 

9 веч. – Архиєрейська Служба (анг.) 
11 веч. – Архиєрейська Служба (дво-мовна) 

Різдво Г.Н.І.Х. – П’ятниця, 25-го грудня 

9:30 ранку – Служба Божа (анг.) 

11:15 ранку – Служба Божа (укр.) 
1:00 п.п. – Служба Божа (дво-мовна) 

Тому що число людей на кожну Службу Божу 
обмежене, обов’язково зареєструвати свою 
присутність через церковну канцелярію. 

ПРЯМІ ПОЖЕРТВИ НА КАТЕДРУ – наш банк 
«СЕРВУС» дає нагоду парафіянам 
автоматично що місяця складати пожертви 
на катедру. Якщо ви зацікавлені, просимо 
звернутися до Андреї (в понеділок або в 
п’ятницю) в церковній канцелярії. 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

НЕДІЛЯ, 13-ГО ГРУДНЯ, 2020 

НЕДІЛЬНА ЗБІРКА 

Недільні ковертки $12,392.18 

Дрібні пожертви $116.00 
Свічки $50.85 
Окремі Пожертви на парафію $472.12 

РАЗОМ: $13,031.15 

ПОЖЕРТВА НА ХРАМ 

В пам’ять +Стефанії Байдужа  
Наталія Едвардз $25.00 
Гелен Тимочко $20.00 
Кері Павличка $20.00 
Люба Федущак $25.00 

В пам’ять +Зені Бойко  
Джефф і Лідія Годгсон $100.00 

ФОНД ЗБЕРЕЖЕННЯ КАТЕДРИ  

N.N. $20.00 
Френк Алоре $100.00 
Іван і Стефанія Лотоцькі $100.00 

В пам’ять +Лілeї Мельниченко 
Ігор Дмитрук $20.00 
Крисант Дмитрук $500.00 

ДОДАТКОВІ ПОЖЕРТВИ 

ЗБІРКА НА ЄПАРХІЮ $10.00 

ДЛЯ ПОТРЕБУЮЧИХ $195.00 

РІЗДВЯНА ЗБІРКА $110.00 

РІЗДВЯНИЙ ДАР   $10.00 

ВЕЛИКОДНІЙ ДАР  $20.00 

РІЗДВЯНІ КВІТИ $215.00 

ЩИРА ПОДЯКА – всім, що склали пожертви он-лайн, 
або переслали поштою, або лишили в нашій поштові 
скринці. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
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THIS WEEK AT THE CATHEDRAL 

SUN. December 20: SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS  

5:00 PM – Divine Liturgy (Bilingual); for all parishioners; for 
the health of Helen Prepko; repose of Lillian Melnychenko. 
7:00 AM (SUN) – Great Matins. 
8:00 AM (SUN – Divine Liturgy (Eng). 
9:30 AM (SUN) – Divine Liturgy (Eng); for all parishioners; 
for the health & intentions of Sisters Servants of Mary 
Immaculate; for the repose of +Joseph Korpany. 
11:15 AM (SUN) – Divine Liturgy (Ukr); for the needs and 
intentions of all parishioners; for the repose of +Frank 
Grendowicz; for the repose of +Edward Mydynski. 

Mon. December 21: Martyr Juliana 

7:30 AM – Matins. 
9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy; health of Anna Surzycia. 
5:30 PM – Vespers. 

Tues. December 22: Great-Martyr Anastasia 

7:30 AM – Matins. 
9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy; repose of +Emilia Zarsky. 
5:30 PM – Vespers. 

Wed. December 23: Ten Holy Martyrs of Crete  

7:30 AM – Matins. 
9 AM – Divine Liturgy; repose of +Stephania Bayduza (P) 
5:30 PM – Vespers. 

Thurs. December 24: CHRISTMAS EVE; Ven-Mrt. Eugenia  

7:30 AM – Royal Hours. 
2:00 PM – Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil. 
8:00 PM – Great Compline and Lytia (English). 
9:00 PM – Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (English). 
11:00 PM – Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Bilingual). 

Fri. December 25: NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (English). 
11:15 AM – Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian). 
1:00 PM – Divine Liturgy (Bilingual). 

Sat. December 26: Synaxis of the Mother of God 

7:30 AM – Festal Matins. 
9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy; repose of +Stephania Bayduza. 
4 PM – Great Vespers 
5 PM – Divine Liturgy; health of Ihor B. 

SUN. December 27: SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY 

7:00 AM (SUN) – Great Matins. 
8:00 AM (SUN) – Divine Liturgy (Eng); all parishioners. 
9:30 AM (SUN) – Divine Liturgy (Eng); for all parishioners; 
for the repose of +Wally Bawol (10 years Memorial). 
11:15 AM (SUN) – Divine Liturgy (Ukr); for all parishioners; 
for the health and blessing of Solomiia, Julian and Joseph 
Savaryn; for the repose of +Frank Grendowicz. 

 

Helen S. Tymoczko, B.Sc., LL.B. 

Lawyer, Advocate and Notary 
Wills & Probates 
House Purchase & Mortgages 
Minor Criminal 

Phone: (780) 472-1758 
Fax: (780) 756-0320 

 


