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Катедра 
Святого Йосафата 
Української Католицької Єпархії Едмонтону 

10825 – 97th Street N.W. 
Edmonton, Alberta, T5H-2M4 
Tel: 780-422-3181 | Fax: 780-425-7517 

Email: josaphat@telus.net 
Website: www.stjosaphat.ab.ca 

BISHOP 

Most Rev. David Motiuk, Eparch of Edmonton 
chancery@edmontoneparchy.com  780-424-5496 
Website: www.edmontoneparchy.com 

Fr. Stephen Wojcichiwsky, Procyncellus & Chancellor 
chancellor@edmontoneparchy.com  780-424-5496 

CATHEDRAL CLERGY 

Fr. Peter Babej, Cathedral Rector 
peterbabej@telus.net / 780-993-8037 (cell) 

Fr. Andrij Nykyforuk, Assistant Priest  
andrijnk@gmail.com / 780-918-7353 (cell) 

Fr. Michael Kowalchyk (retired)  
lembergm@telus.net  780-718-1159 (cell) 

Fr. William Hupalo (retired)  
whupalo@yahoo.ca / 780-977-4244 (cell) 

Fr. Terry Cherwick (military chaplaincy)  
cherwick7@gmail.com / 780-237-0376 (cell) 

Fr. Jim Nakonechny  
nakone@hotmail.com / 780-239-2558 (cell) 

PARISH OFFICE: Mon. to Fri.: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 

DIVINE SERVICES 

Weekday Div. Liturgy: Mon-Fri, 7:30 AM; Wed. 6 PM 

VIGIL (SAT.):  Great Vespers, 4 PM; Divine Liturgy 
(Bilingual), 5 PM 

SUNDAY:  Great Matins, 7:30 AM; Rosary, 9 AM; Divine 
Liturgy (Eng), 9:30 am; Divine Liturgy (Ukr), 11 AM 

Feasts – See Bulletin; Confessions – Before Liturgy 

Sunday, December 31, 2017 

SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY 

OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Tone 5; St. Joseph the Righteous; King David; St. James, 

Brother of the Lord. The Leave-taking of the Feast of the 

Nativity of Christ; Ven. Mother Melania the Roman (439) 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

DIVINE LITURGY 

First Antiphon 

I will confess You, Lord, with all my heart,* I will 
declare all Your wondrous deeds. 

Through the prayers of the Mother of God,* O 
Saviour, save us. 

In the council of the just and the congregation,* 
great are the works of the Lord, conforming to 
His will in every way. 

Through the prayers of the Mother of God,* O 
Saviour, save us. 

His work is filled with praise and majesty,* and 
His righteousness endures forever. 

Through the prayers of the Mother of God,* O 
Saviour, save us. 

Glory…  Now… Only-Begotten Son… 
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Entrance Antiphon 

Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord,* let us 
acclaim God, our Saviour. 

Son of God, born of a Virgin,* save us who sing 
to You: Alleluia. 

Let us come before His face with praise,* and 
acclaim Him in psalms. 

Son of God, born of a Virgin,* save us who sing 
to You: Alleluia. 

For God is the great Lord,* and the great king 
over all the earth. 

Son of God, born of a Virgin, save us who sing to 
You: Alleluia. 

Entrance 

Come, let us worship* and fall down before 
Christ. 

Son of God, born of a Virgin,* save us who sing 
to You: Alleluia. 

Troparia and Kontakia 

Troparion, Tone 4: Your Nativity, O Christ our God,* 
made the light of knowledge dawn on the 
world:* through it, those who worshipped the 
stars were taught by a star* to worship You, the 
Sun of Righteousness,* and to know that You, 
the Dawn from on the high.* Glory to You, O 
Lord. 

Troparion, Tone 2: O Joseph, announce to David, 
the ancestor of God, the news of the miracle:* 
You saw a virgin giving birth.* With the 
shepherds, you gave praise and with the Magi 

                                                           
1 I received it – true apostles are called by God. They 
learn the gospel by revelation, either directly from the 
Risen Lord, as did the original apostles, or by the 
revelation of apostolic tradition. They are called by grace, 
not according to works or a “proper” background. A true 
apostle brings glory to God, not himself. Just as the 
Twelve Apostles received the gospel directly from Christ, 
so did Paul.  
2 Persecuting the Church of God: A dark chapter in Paul’s 
life, before his conversion. His zeal for traditional Judaism 
spurred him to adopt violent and aggressive tactics that 

you worshipped;* they too were warned by an 
angel.* Pray to Christ our God to save our souls. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

Kontakion, Tone 3: Today the divine David is filled 
with gladness;* Joseph along with James offers 
praises* for having received a crown through 
their kinship with Christ they rejoice* and sing 
of the One who inexpressibly was born on 
earth,* crying out, “O Gracious One, save those 
who worship You.” 

Prokeimenon, Tone 4 

God is wonderful in His saints,* the God of 
Israel. 

Verse: In the churches bless God, the Lord from 
the fountains of Israel. (Psalm 67:36,27) 

Epistle – Galatians 1:11-19 

A reading from the holy Apostle Paul to the 
Galatians. 

Brothers and sisters, I want you to know that the 
gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of 
human origin; for I did not receive it from a 
human source, nor was I taught it, but I received 
it1 through a revelation of Jesus Christ. You have 
heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I 
was violently persecuting the Church of God2 and 
was trying to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism 
beyond many among my people of the same age, 
for I was far more zealous for the traditions of 
my fathers.3 But when God, Who had set me 
apart before I was born and called me through 
His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son4 to me, 

included harassing, imprisonment, and even executing 
early Christians. After his conversion, Paul’s fiery 
enthusiasm was not lessened, but given new direction by 
Christ. 
3 Traditions of my fathers: i.e., everything that comprised 
the Jewish way of life. Paul studied under the famed 
Rabbi Gamaliel and prided himself on a strict adherence 
to Jewish law. 
4 Reveal His Son: Jesus appeared to Paul in a vision on the 
way to Damascus (Acts 9:3-9). 
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so that I might proclaim Him among the Gentiles, 
I did not confer with any human being, nor did I 
go up to Jerusalem to those who were already 
apostles before me, but I went away at once into 
Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus. 
Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to 
visit Cephas5 and stayed with him fifteen days; 
but I did not see any other apostle except James 
the Lord’s brother.6 

Alleluia Verses 

Verse: Lord, remember David and all his 
meekness. Verse: How he swore an oath to the 
Lord, and vowed to the God of Jacob. (Psalm 
131:1,2) 

Gospel – Matthew 2:13-23 

AT THAT TIME, when the wise men had left, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Rise, take the child7 and His mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you; for Herod is about to search for the child, 
to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and His mother by night, and went to 
Egypt,8 and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken 

                                                           
5 To visit Cephas: As a true apostle, Paul submits himself 
to the Church, to Peter (Cephas) and the Apostles, rather 
than elevating himself. Paul knows his encounter with 
Christ, instruction in the gospel and call to apostleship are 
highly unusual – in a private revelation, the only other 
witness is God. But he also knows he must teach the 
same gospel as the other apostles. 
6 James, the Lord’s brother – this is James the Just, the 
first bishop of Jerusalem and author of the Epistle of 
James. Brother also means cousin or close relation. 
7 Rise, take the child: God works within the structures of 
the family: Joseph is instructed by the angel because he is 
the head of the Holy Family and the one most responsible 
for their well-being. 
8 Egypt – is where Israel once took refuge; as Joseph of 
the Old Testament once saved God’s people by bringing 
them to Egypt, now Christ’s stepfather Joseph finds safety 
for the Saviour in Egypt. It is probable that the gifts of the 
magi paid for this journey. 
9 Infuriated: Herod was a cruel ruler. He murdered his 
favourite wife, three of his sons, and others who 
threatened his throne. 

by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt 
I have called my son.” When Herod saw that he 
had been tricked by the wise men, he was 
infuriated,9 and he sent and killed all the 
children in and around Bethlehem who were 
two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had learned from the wise men. Then 
was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in 
Ramah,10 wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel 
weeping for her children; she refused to be 
consoled, because they are no more.” When 
Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, “Get up, take the Child and His mother, 
and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
seeking the Child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph 
got up, took the Child and His mother, and went 
to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus11 was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And 
after being warned in a dream, he went away to 
the district of Galilee. There he made his home 
in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophets might be 
fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”12 

10 Ramah: Jacob’s wife, Rachel, was buried at Raman, 
which is near Bethlehem. According to the Prophet 
Jeremiah, as the people of Jerusalem were being led 
away to exile (Jer 38:15), on their way they passed 
through Ramah. From the grave, Rachel grieved at the 
fate of her descendants. With the slaughter of the 
innocents, Rachel again weeps for her children. This 
confirms that the saints in heaven have awareness and 
compassion for those yet on earth. 
11 Archelaus – the son of Herod the Great. After Herod’s 
death, the Roman emperor Augustus divided his kingdom 
among his three sons. Archeluaus was given rule over 
Judea, Samaria and Idumea. He was ruthless like his 
father and was eventually banished by Augustus to Gaul 
in AD 6. Joseph took Mary and the Child north to Galilee, 
where Archelaus’ younger brother, Herod Antipas, ruled 
until AD 39. 
12 Nazorean: i.e. “Natzorean,” from the Hebrew word 
netzer, which means “shoot.” Jesus is a “shoot” from the 
rootstock of David. The title “Nazorean” alludes not so 
much to Jesus’ town of origin, but rather denotes his 
royal descent from King David. 
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Hymn to the Mother of God 

O my soul, magnify Christ the King born in a 
manger. and the Irmos: A strange and glorious 
mystery do I behold:* the cave is heaven;* the 
Virgin, the throne of the cherubim;* the 
manger, a dwelling place* in which is laid Christ, 
the God Whom nothing can contain.* Singing 
His praises, we magnify Him. 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him 
in the highest (Psalm 148:1).* Rejoice in the 
Lord, O you just;* praise befits the righteous 
(Psalm 32:1).* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. 

Instead of “We have seen the true light…” we 
sing: All creation is filled with rejoicing today, 
for Christ is born of a Virgin. 

Ambo Prayer 

O Christ our Saviour, today the angels on high 
praise and glorify Your birth from Your ever-
Virgin Mother, as we on earth join them with 
our sacrifice of praise in keeping with Your 
commandment. Today, from the ages the holy 
prophet David rejoices in faith and leaps for joy, 
for the firm promise You made to him is fulfilled. 
God made flesh dwells in Sion, and David’s 
offspring is the King who reigns forever, “who 
was and who is and who is to come.” Today, 
Joseph guards closely the new-born Child, and, 
faithful to his dreams, receives the Virgin as his 
wife and protects the Child from the wrath of 
the lawless Herod. Today, the holy and 
praiseworthy apostle James witnesses to his 
faith in God become brother and “receives the 
crown of life promised to those who love the 
Lord.” Today, we offer thanks and praise to You, 
O Lord, Whom we have received. Grant that 
having been brought to birth by Your word 
spoken in truth, we might remain always Your 
brothers and sisters, keeping Your 
commandments, as we glorify You together 
with Your eternal Father, and Your all-holy, 
good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever and 
ever. 

ALL: Amen. Instead of “May our mouths…” and 
“Blessed be the Name…” we sing: All creation is 
filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is born of a 
Virgin. (3) 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
READERS 

Today, Sunday, December 31 

5:00 pm (Sat) –  Anastasia Babej 
9:30 am (Sun) – Children’s Liturgy 
11:00 am (Sun) –  Mykhailo Pecuh 

Next Sunday, January 7 

5:00 pm (Sat) –  Theodosia Babej 
9:30 am (Sun) – Larry Verbitsky 
11:00 am (Sun) –  Zenon Wojnowskyj 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! God’s blessings and our best 
wishes to following parishioners who are 
celebrating their birthdays: Terry Klowak 
(December 27), Solomiia Savaryn (December 
27), Julian Savaryn (December 28), Daniella 
Berry (December 29), Anastasia Babej 
(December 30), and Tesia Doblanko (January 1). 
Many happy years! Mnohaya Lita! 

JANUARY 1: NEW YEAR’S DAY – Also, the feast 
of the Circumcision of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the feast of St. Basil the Great. Tomorrow, 
Monday, January 1st, the Divine Liturgy of St. 
Basil the Great will be celebrated at 10:30 am 
(Bilingual). 

EVENING DIVINE LITURGY – this Wednesday, 
January 3, 2018, as usual, 6 PM. 

THEOPHANY EVE – Friday, January 5th, 2018. 
This is a day of strict fasting in preparation for 
the feast, with abstinence from all meat, dairy 
products and eggs. 

THEOPHANY EVE DINNER – On the Eve of the 
Feast of Theophany (Jordan), Friday, January 5, 
2018, the Holy Supper will take place at 5:00 pm 
in the Parish Hall, followed by the Divine Liturgy 
and Blessing of Water at 7:00 pm. Tickets for the 
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Holy Supper are available today, at the south 
entrance to the church, or through the parish 
office on weekdays. 

FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY (JORDAN) – The 
first Divine Liturgy and Water Blessing for the 
feast will take place on Friday, January 5th, at 
7:00 pm. The second Divine Liturgy and Water 
Blessing will take place on Saturday, January 
6th, at 10:30 am. See full schedule for all other 
services. 

DEC 6 – JAN 28: IMAGES OF FAITH, HOPE & 
BEAUTY – an exhibit of Ukrainian Canadian 
icons, Iconostases, and Paintings. Where? 
Enterprise Square – West Gallery, 10230 Jaster 
Avenue, Edmonton, AB. Gallery hours: 11:00 am 
– 6:00 pm. Tuesdays to Saturdays. Closed 
December 25 & 26 and January 1& 2. Free 
Admission. The lecture series schedule is posted 

on our south entrance bulletin board. For more 
information on tours and lecture series, go to: 
www.ukrfolk.ualberta.ca or 780-492-6906. 

MALANKA – Ukrainian New Years Celebration: 
Friday, January 12, 2018 at St. Josaphat Parish 
Hall (9637 – 108 Ave). Dinner at 6:30 pm; dance 
to follow. Music by: Sparkling Tones. Advance 
tickets only – $45, available from: Jenny (780-
424-9723), or Dwayne (780-914-0843). 

SOLEMN CONFESSION AND COMMUNION – 
The Winter-Spring Program preparing children 
for their first solemn Confession and Holy 
Communion will begin on Saturday, January 
13th, at 1:00 pm. Registration forms are 
available at the doors or on our website. For 
more information, please contact the catechist 
(teacher), Lydia Doschak, at 780-432-3205 or 
doschak@shaw.ca 

A DAY OF GRATITUDE & RE-DEDICATION 
commemorating the completion of our 
restoration project will take place on Sunday, 
February 11, 2018. One Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated at 10 AM by our honoured guest, His 
Grace, Most Reverend Lawrence Huculak, 
Metropolitan of Winnipeg, together with 
Bishop David, Eparch of Edmonton, and clergy. 
This will be followed by a Fundraiser Banquet at 
1 PM, at the Ukrainian Youth Complex, 9615 
153 Avenue NW, Edmonton. Tickets are $125 
per person, $1,000 per table; and may be 
obtained through the parish office. A charitable 
tax receipt will be issued for the tax-deductible 
portion. All proceeds of the Banquet will help 
pay off the remaining amount on our loan in the 
sum of $875,000.00 dollars. Please reserve the 
date and be generous in supporting our 
Preservation Fund! 

SILENT AUCTION AT FUNDRAISER BANQUET – 
We are now accepting monetary donations 
and/or donations of silent auction items from 
individuals, parishes, organizations and 
businesses. Please contact the parish office at 
780-422-3181 or josaphat@telus.net to make 
arrangements. 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Monday, January 1 – St. Basil / New Year 

10:30 am – Divine Liturgy (St. Basil) 

Friday, Jan 5 – Theophany Eve 
STRICT FAST – abstinence from all meat and 
dairy products 

7:30 am – First Royal Hour 

9:00 am – Third Royal Hour 

12 noon – Sixth Royal Hour 

3:00 pm – Ninth Royal Hour 

4:00 pm – Complines and Lytia 

5:00 pm – Theophany Eve Supper 

7:00 pm – Divine Liturgy & Water Blessing 

Saturday, Jan 6 – Theophany 

8:30 am – Great Matins 

10:30 am – Divine Liturgy & Water Blessing 

 

http://www.ukrfolk.ualberta.ca/
mailto:josaphat@telus.net
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE – will take 
place at St. Josaphat’s Cathedral: Part 1 – 
January 26-27; Part 2 – February 2-3. To 
register, call the parish office. Registration 
forms are available on our website. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY – the Old 
Testament History of Salvation Timeline will 
resume on Wednesday, January 17th, 7 PM. 

FOR RENT – Very nice half-duplex suite, in very 
good condition: 3 bedrooms, open basement, 
half garage. For more information, phone 780-
474-9573 and ask for George or Olga. 

BASILIAN FATHERS MUSEUM – If you are 
looking for a meaningful Christmas gift, Keep  
the Basilian Fathers Museum in mind. We 
have a large selection of puzzles on advent 
themes, advent calendars and crosses, and 
ornaments. The museum is open from 
Monday to Friday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. For 
more information, contact the museum at 
780-764-3887. The Museum will be closed 
from December 23, 2017 to January 7, 2018. 
We will resume regular hours on Monday, 
January 8, 2018.  

 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

DECEMBER 24-25, 2017 

SUNDAY & CHRISTMAS COLLECTION $15,273.75 

DONATIONS 

Anne Mazurenko $1,000.00 

Maria Roslak $400.00 

On behal of +Kay Choloniwsky $500.00 

Anna Grendowicz $20.00 
   In memory of +Kay Choloniwsky 

O. Warchola $20.00 
   In memory of +Kay Choloniwsky 

Valerie Zaparyniuk $20.00 
   In memory of +Kay Choloniwsky  

PRESERVATION FUND 

N.N. $14,000.00 

Sincerest thanks to all donors! 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

 

A DAY OF GRATITUDE 
& RE-DEDICATION 

OF THE CATHEDRAL 
Commemorating the completion 

of our Restoration Project 

will take place 

Sunday, February 11th, 2018 

We will give to thanks to God and express our 
gratitude to those who contributed in any way 
to the successful completion of our Project for 

the glory of God! 

ONE DIVINE LITURGY 
will be celebrated at 10 AM 

by our honoured guest and celebrant, 
His Grace, Most Reverend Lawrence Huculak, 

Metropolitan of Winnipeg, together with 
Bishop David Motiuk 

and clergy. 

THE RESTORATION FUNDRAISING BANQUET 
will take place at 1:00 PM 

Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex 
9615 153 Avenue N.W. Edmonton. 

Tickets are $125 
$1,000 for a table of 8 

A charitable receipt will be issued 
for the tax-deductible portion. 

For tickets, call: 780-422-3181 or email 
josaphat@telus.net 

We have completed our restoration 
project, but we still need to pay off 

our loan. Please reserve the date and 
be generous in supporting our 

Preservation Fund! 
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St. Joseph the Betrothed – 
the Sunday after Christmas 

 

Epistle to the Galatians 1:11-19 

Gospel According to St. Matthew 2:13-23 

 

There is something beautiful in the combination of 

the different types of people described in the gospel 

accounts of our Lord’s birth.  Persian astrologers 

known as the magi, lowly shepherds, a young virgin, 

and an old man named Joseph all play their roles.  We 

have spoken of the Virgin 

Mary, the Theotokos many 

times in the weeks leading to 

Christmas, as we must, for she 

is the first to receive Christ, the 

one through whom the Son of 

God is born as a human 

being.  All generations call her 

blessed and we seek to follow 

her example of purity, 

obedience, and humility. 

 But today we especially 

commemorate Joseph the 

Betrothed, an unlikely and 

originally unwilling hero of the 

Christmas story.   We know 

from the Protoevangelium of 

James, an early Christian 

writing, that when it was time 

for Mary to move out of the 

Temple where she had grown 

up, an angel directed the high 

priest to assemble all the widowers for one to be 

chosen by a miraculous sign as the guardian, the 

protector of Mary, the holy virgin.  Joseph was the 

one chosen; but when he was told of this duty, he 

refused, saying: “I have children, and I am an old 

man, and she is a young girl. I am afraid lest I become 

a laughing-stock to the sons of Israel.”  Yes, there is 

something a bit shocking about an old man who is 

betrothed to a young girl.  But the high priest 

reminded him of the importance of fearing and 

obeying God.  So, Joseph did as he was told and took 

responsibility for Mary as her betrothed.   

            We can only imagine Joseph’s horror at 

discovering that Mary was pregnant.  We read in the 

Protoevangelium that “he smote his face, and threw 

himself on the ground upon the sackcloth, and wept 

bitterly, saying: With what face shall I look upon the 

Lord my God? And what prayer shall I make about 

this maiden? Because I received her a virgin out of 

the temple of the Lord, and I have not watched over 

her.”  But when he heard the word of the Lord 

through an angel that this child was of the Holy Spirit 

and that Mary had remained a virgin, he believed and 

obeyed.    

 Of course, others noted the pregnancy of the young 

virgin entrusted to the much older 

Joseph. So, they were then 

brought before a religious court 

and required to drink the water of 

ordeal, which would make them 

sick if they were guilty of 

sin.  You can easily imagine what 

their accusers thought that they 

had done.  They both were 

unharmed, however, and were set 

free.   

    Joseph’s life had certainly been 

complicated by taking Mary as his 

betrothed.  But then things got 

even worse.  He had to take the 

pregnant Mary with him to 

Bethlehem, where she gave birth 

in a cave used as a barn for farm 

animals. And once the baby was 

born, Joseph found himself at the 

center of an international crisis 

with both wise men from Persia 

and King Herod looking for the child.  Then, the old 

man had to lead his family by night to Egypt, where 

they hid out until it was safe to return to Israel, to the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee.  

 Joseph must have wondered many times how he got 

himself into all this unwelcomed excitement and why 

God had chosen him for such an unusual 

responsibility.  But he still obeyed and risked his life 

in protecting the young Jesus and His Virgin Mother. 

Joseph put aside his own wishes and preferences and 

did what needed to be done, and thus played a crucial 

role in the unfolding of our salvation.   

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12345b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15458a.htm
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-u235dPB1cxs/UN9iKtxNlfI/AAAAAAAAAWE/dp-GPkXjSNQ/s1600/joseph.jpg
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 During this season of Christmas, I hope that we will 

all take Joseph the Betrothed as a model for how to 

live.  Perhaps in some ways we can all identify with 

him.  He had lived a life in the world, having been 

married with children, and then widowed.  His story 

shows us that we don’t have to be young or free from 

worldly cares in order to serve God; neither do we 

have to be especially enthusiastic 

volunteers.   Instead, we simply have to obey His 

calling.  We may not always like it and may refuse at 

first, as did Joseph and as did figures like Moses in 

the Old Testament.   But God can be patient and 

persistent and use us to His glory nonetheless.  

 The miracle of Christmas required human 

cooperation in so many ways.  No one forced Mary to 

agree to become the Theotokos.  The wise men could 

have decided that the trip to Palestine was just too 

far.  Joseph could have abandoned the woman and the 

child entrusted to his care.  But he didn’t, despite the 

awkwardness, the danger, and the inconvenience.  On 

several occasions, he probably swallowed hard, 

steadied his nerves, kept his mouth shut, and prayed 

for God to help him one day at a time as he pressed 

forward.   

 As we celebrate the season of Christmas this year, 

let us remember that the Son of God took flesh in a 

world where people make choices.  It’s a world where 

we all have our priorities, our goals, our vision of 

what would be nice in life.  The problem is that God’s 

calling doesn’t always fit with our preferences.   We, 

like Joseph, are called to obey nonetheless, to respond 

in freedom, and to play our role in the unfolding of 

God’s salvation in the world. 

  I know that it may seem a bit much to compare our 

calling with that of Joseph.  It’s hard to compete with 

being the adopted father of Jesus Christ.  The good 

news is that it’s not a contest; we don’t have to 

compete.  Instead, we just have to remember that the 

Lord was born for us too, that we also are brought into 

the eternal life of the Holy Trinity through Him.  He 

invites and calls us all to share in His life, to raise us 

the joy and blessedness of the kingdom even as we 

live and breathe.  But in order for this glorious 

transformation to occur, we must embrace Him, we 

must respond to Him, we must hear and obey His 

calling. 

 We will do so not in some storybook world of 

religious platitudes, but in one as harsh and brutal as 

the one our Savior was born into as a helpless 

baby.  Unfortunately, there are still those who kill the 

innocent, even defenseless children, and even more 

who abuse and neglect them. There are situations of 

war, persecution, abuse, and poverty that lead 

families to take refuge in foreign countries, such as 

our own.    We never have to look far to find sick, 

lonely, and miserable people who are as vulnerable 

and needy as the newly born Lord and His 

mother.  No doubt, we can all play the role of Joseph 

to them in one way or another by giving generously 

of our time, attention, and other resources to become 

their friends, advocates, and protectors.          

 The good news of this season is that, because of 

Christ’s birth, all human beings are called to the life 

of heaven.  The particulars of that calling vary for 

each of us.  And it’s not always as clear as the brilliant 

star that the wise men followed.  And sometimes even 

when it becomes clear, we refuse like Joseph did at 

first.  But one thing is for sure:  we have to listen in 

order to hear God’s unique calling to us.  And that 

means prayer, in stillness and quiet, on a daily basis 

in which our hearts and souls are opened to Him.  It 

also means cultivating the obedient faith that we see 

in Joseph.  Like him, we may be called to new, 

unexpected responsibilities; to sacrifice our standing 

in the eyes of others; and even to risk life as we know 

it. 

 So like Joseph the Betrothed, let us serve Christ this 

Christmas season with the fear of God and faith and 

love.   Let us put aside our excuses and do what has 

to be done in order for us to participate more fully in 

the new life that our Savior has brought to the 

world.   Let us be especially attentive to those who 

are weak, vulnerable, and displaced, for that is how 

the Lord came to us.  Let us celebrate this glorious 

feast of our salvation by loving and serving Him in 

every way we can. 

 

Fr. Philip LeMasters 

Easternchristianinsights.blogspots.ca 
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CЛУЖБА БОЖA 

Перший Антифон 

Ісповімся Тобі, Господи, всім серцем моїм,* 
розповім про всі чуда Твої. 

ВСІ: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас. 

На раді праведних і соньмі —* великі діла 
Господні, явлені в усіх волях Його. 

ВСІ: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас. 

Ісповідування і велич — діло Його* і правда 
Його перебуває повік віку. 

ВСІ: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас. 

Слава Отцю... Єдинородний Сину... (ст.22) 

Вхідний Антифон 

Прийдіте радісно заспіваймо Господеві,* 
воскликнім Богу, Спасителеві нашому. 

ВСІ: Спаси нас, Сину Божий,* що родився від 
Діви, співаємо Тобі: Алилуя. 

Прийдім з похвалами перед обличчя Його,* і 
псалмами воскликнім Йому. 

ВСІ: Спаси нас, Сину Божий,* що родився від 
Діви, співаємо Тобі: Алилуя. 

Бо Бог великий Господь * і Цар великий по 
всій землі. 

ВСІ: Спаси нас, Сину Божий,* що родився від 
Діви, співаємо Тобі: Алилуя. 

Малий Вхід 

ДИЯКОН: Премудрість, прості! 

ВСІ: Прийдіте поклонімся,* і припадім до 
Христа.* Спаси нас, Сину Божий,* що родився 
від Діви, співаємо Тобі: Алилуя. 

Тропарi і кондаки 

Тропар Різдва, глас 4: Різдво твоє, Христе Боже 
наш, засвітило світові світло розуміння: в 
ньому бо ті, що звіздам служили, від звізди 
навчилися поклонятися тобі - Сонцю правди, 
і пізнавати тебе — Схід з висоти. Господи, 
слава тобі. 

Тропар Святим, глас 2: Благовістуй, Йосифе, 
чудеса Давидові, богоотцю. Ти бачив Діву, що 

родила; з пастирями славословив ти, з 
волхвами поклонився ти, від ангела вістку 
прийнявши. Моли Христа Бога спасти душі 
наші. 

†Слава Отцю, і Сину, і Святому Духові, і нині і 
повсякчас і на віки вічні. Амінь. 

Кондак Святим, глас 3: Днесь радости 
сповняється божественний Давид, а Йосиф 
хвалу з Яковом приносить; вінець бо 
прийнявши через споріднення з Христом, 
радуються, і несказанно на землі родженого 
оспівують, і кличуть: Щедрий, спасай тих, що 
тебе почитають. 

Прокімен, глас 4 

ВСІ: Дивний Бог у святих своїх, Бог Ізраїлів.  

ЧТЕЦЬ: В церквах благословіть Бога, Господа, 
ви – з джерел ізраїлевих (Пс. 67:36,27). 

Апостол  - До Галатів 1: 11-19 

ЧТЕЦЬ: До Галатів послання  святого апостола 
Павла читання. 

Брати і сестри! Сповіщаю вас, що Євангеліє, 
яке я вам проповідував, не від людей; бож я 
його не прийняв, ні навчився від людини, а 
через об’явлення Ісуса Христа.  

Ви чули про мою поведінку колись у 
юдействі, про те, що я жорстоко переслідував 
Церкву Божу та руйнував її. Я визначався 
серед багатьох ровесників з мого роду, 
бувши запеклим прихильником передань 
моїх предків. Та коли Той, хто вибрав мене 
вже від утроби моєї матері і покликав Своєю 
благодаттю, зволив об’явити в мені Сина 
Свого, щоб я проповідував Його між 
поганами, я негайно, ні з ким не радившись, 
не пішов у Єрусалим до тих, що були 
апостолами передо мною, але пішов в 
Арабію і потім повернувся в Дамаск.  

Три роки після того пішов я в Єрусалим 
відвідати Петра, і в нього пробув днів із 
п'ятнадцять..  Іншого ж з апостолів я не бачив, 
крім Якова, брата Господнього. 
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Стихи Алилуя 

1. Пом’яни, Господи, Давида і всю кротость 
його. 2. Бо клявся він Господеві, обіцявся 
Богові Якова. (Пс. 131:1,2) 

Євангелія – Від Матея 2: 13-23 

В ТОЙ ЧАС, як відійшли мудреці, ангел 
Господній з’явився у сні Йосифові і каже: 
«Устань, візьми Дитятко і Його матір, і втікай 
у Єгипет, і пробудь там, поки Я тобі не скажу, 
бо Ірод розшукуватиме Дитя, щоб Його 
вбити.» Вставши, Йосиф узяв уночі Дитятко та 
Його матір і пішов у Єгипет, де пробув до 
смерти Ірода, щоб збулось сказане Господом  
через пророка:  «З Єгипту Я покликав Мого 
Сина.» Тоді Ірод, побачивши, що мудреці 
насміялися з нього, розлютився вельми і 
послав убити у Вифлеємі й по всій окрузі всіх 
дітей, що мали менше, ніж два роки, згідно з 
часом, що пильно вивідав був від мудреців.  
Тоді збулось те, що сказав був пророк Єремія: 
«В Рамі чути голос, плач і тяжке ридання:  то 
Рахиль плаче за дітьми, бо їх немає.»  Якже 
вмер Ірод, ангел Господній з‘явився у сні 
Йосифові в Єгипті і каже:  «Встань, візьми 
Дитятко та Його матір і вернися в ізраїльську 
землю, бо вмерли ті, що чигали на життя 
Дитятка.»  Встав він, узяв Дитятко та Його 
матір і прийшов в ізраїльську землю, але 
почувши, що в Юдеї царює Архелай замість 
Ірода, батька свого, боявся іти туди.  
Попереджений же в сні, він пішов у 
галилейські сторони і, прибувши туди, 
оселився в місті, що зветьєся Назарет, щоб 
збулось сказане пророками, що Назорей 
назветься. 

Пісня до Богородиці 

Замість «Достойно», співаємо: Величай, душе 
моя, чеснішу і славнішу від горних воїнств - 
Діву пречисту, Богородицю. 

І ірмос, глас 1: Любе то нам, бо безпечне від 
страху, вигідне мовчання: з любови же, Діво, 
прясти пісні, милозвучно складені, не легко є. 
Але, о, Мати, силу, як ти зволиш, подай. 

Причасний 

Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на 
висотах.* Радуйтеся праведні, в Господі, 
правим належить похвала.* Алилуя, алилуя,* 
алилуя! 

Замість “Ми бачили світло істинне…” : 
Всесвіт днесь радістю сповняється, Христос 
родився від Діви. (x1)  

Замість “Нехай сповняться уста…” : 
Всесвіт днесь радістю сповняється, Христос 
родився від Діви. (x3)  

Замість “Нехай буде ім’я…” : 
Всесвіт днесь радістю сповняється, Христос 
родився від Діви. (x3). 
  
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

ЧИТЦІ 
Сьогодні, 31-го грудня 

5:00 пп. (суб) – Анастасія Бабей 
9:30 рано (нед) – Недільна школа 
11:00 рано (нед) – Mихайло Пецюх 

В слідуючу неділю, 7-го січня 

5:00 пп. (суб) – Теодосія Бабей 
9:30 рано (нед) – Лері Вербіцький 
11:00 рано (нед) – Зенон Войновський 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

ОГОЛОШЕННЯ 

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА! З днем народження, 
складаємо найщиріші побажання: Тарасові 
Кловак, Соломії та Юліянові Саварин, Данєлі 
Бері, Анастасії Бабей, та Тесі Добланко. Нехай 
Господь Бог благословить щастям та 
здоров’ям на многі і благі літа! 

СВЯТО БОГОЯВЛІННЯ – У навечір’я свята, 5-го 
січня, 2018, відбудеться Свята Вечеря о год. 
5:00 п.п.. По вечері, в год. 7:00 вечора, 
Служба Божа та Водосвяття. Квитки на Святу 
Вечерю можна закупити сьогодні, при 
південному вході до храму, або 
безпосередньо, через церковну канцелярію. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
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SACRAMENTAL MYSTERIES 

Baptism & Chrismation – for infants and 
adults: by arrangement in advance with one of 
the priests. 

Marriage – please make an appointment for an 
interview at least six months in advance.  

Confession – prior to and during Sunday 
Liturgies; also, upon request or appointment. 

Anointing of the Sick – for healing and 
recovery, in all cases of surgery and grave 
illness (spiritual or physical), please call one of 
the priests directly. 

COMMITTEES, PROGRAMS  

Pastoral Council 
Chair: Rick Doblanko 780-473-5092 

Adult Faith Committee 
(U.C.I.A, Bible Study, Missions, Presentations) 

Director: Ed Hecker 780-483-4707 
Bible Study: Don Hucal 780-424-3477 

Catechetical Committee 
(Sunday-School, Solemn Communion, Camps) 

Director: Andrea Leader 780-433-6839 

Children’s Choir 
Solomiia Savaryn 780-457-7071 

St. Josaphat Sadochok 780-421-1769 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Lectors – Holy Communion 
Coordinator: Ed Hecker 780-483-4707 

Altar Servers (Boys, ages 8 to 17) 
Fr. Peter Babej 780-993-8037 

Knights of Columbus 
Grand Knight: Greg Warwa 780-483-5810 

St.  Josaphat Choir  
Director: Dr. Melanie Turgeon 780-243-6208 

St. Josaphat Brotherhood (UCBC) 
President: Ron Zapisocki 780-476-8977 

Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League 
President: Carol Batty 780-476-5834 

OTHER FACILITIES 

Cathedral Auditorium 780-424-7505 
St. Josaphat Parish Hall 780-421-9353 
For rentals, please call Jenny at: 780-424-9723 
Verkhovyna Senior’s Home 780-429-3846 
Eparchial Chancery Office 780-424-5496 
St. Michael’s Cemetery 780-424-5493 

THIS WEEK AT THE CATHEDRAL 

SUNDAY, Dec. 31: SUNDAY AFTER NATIVITY; New Year’s Eve 

4:00 PM (SAT) – GREAT VESPERS  
5:00 PM (SAT) – Divine Liturgy; for the intentions of all 
parishioners; in thanksgiving for all blessings during the past 
2017 year; for the repose of +Stefan Romaniuk 

7:30 AM (SUN) – Great Matins; 9:00 - Rosary 

9:30 AM (SUN) – Divine Liturgy for all parishioners; in 
thanksgiving for all blessings during the past 2017 year; for 
repose of +Alex Zerebeski 

11:00 AM (SUN) – Divine Liturgy for the health and 
intentions of all parishioners; in thanksgiving for all blessings 
during the past 2017 year; for repose of +Maria-Teresa Cipko 

6:00 PM (SUN) – Great Vespers & Lytia 

Mon. Jan. 1: CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST / 
St. Basil the Great / New Year’s Day 

10:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (Bilingual); for the health and 
intentions of all parishioners; health of Carol Balko 

Tues. Jan. 2: Fore-feast of Theophany; Sylvester, Pope 

7:30 AM – Divine Liturgy; health of Carol Batty 
10:00 AM – Funeral Divine Liturgy; +Mark Lepinski 

Wed. Jan. 3: Fore-feast; Prophet Malachi; Gordius, Martyr 

7:30 AM – Divine Liturgy; health of Joe Danko 

Thurs. Jan. 4: Fore-feast; Synaxis of 70 Holy Apostles 
7:30 AM – Divine Liturgy; repose of +Katerina Choloniwsky 
10:30 AM – Funeral Divine Liturgy; +Josephine Kolasa 

Fri. Jan. 5: THEOPHANY EVE 
7:30 AM – First Royal Hour 
9:00 AM – Third Royal Hour 
12:00 NOON – Sixth Royal Hour 
3:00 PM – Ninth Royal Hour 
4:00 PM – Great Complines & Lytia 
5:00 PM – Holy Supper (Parish Hall) 
7:00 PM – Divine Liturgy and Water Blessing 

Sat. Jan. 6: HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD (JORDAN) 
8:30 AM – Great Matins 
10:30 AM – Divine Liturgy and Water Blessing 

4:00 PM – GREAT VESPERS  
5:00 PM – Divine Liturgy; for the intentions of all 
parishioners; health and intentions of Victoria Korbyl 

SUNDAY, JAN. 7: SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY 

7:30 AM – Great Matins; 9:00 - Rosary 
9:30 AM (SUN) – Divine Liturgy for all parishioners; for 
repose of +Lawrence Sirman 
11:00 AM (SUN) – Divine Liturgy for the health and 
intentions of all parishioners 
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Able to serve you in English and Ukrainian 

St. Josaphat 
Parish Hall 

9637- 108 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 

▪ Full kitchen and hall facilities 
for banquets, luncheons, 
dinners, breakfasts, brunches, 
meetings 

▪ Pyrohy and Holubtsi Sales 

Parish Hall: 780-421-9353 
For bookings, 

call Jenny at: 780-424-9723 

 

The paper for printing the weekly parish bulletin has been 
donated by PARK MEMORIAL. Our sincerest thanks! 


