ST. JOSAPHAT CATHEDRAL
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC

West Nave, Extended Transepts, East Nave and Iconostasis

WEST NAVE
The Church – the Body of Christ

THE CRUCIFIXION
• Walking west, down the nave from the
main cupola, we come to the arch and the
first part of the ceiling, on which is painted
the crucifixion of our Lord.
• “When Jesus saw His mother, and the disciple
whom He loved standing near, He said to His
mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’Then He
said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’” (Jn
19:26-27)
• In the Mystery of Baptism, we are crucified
and buried with Christ.

THE RESURRECTION
• Further west, on the second part of
the ceiling, we see Jesus Christ, Risen
from the dead.
• See Mt 28:1-15, Mk 16:1-8; Lk 24:1-12;
Jn 20:1-10
• In the Mystery of Baptism, we rise
with Christ to live a new life in God.

OUR MOTHER
• Further west, in the third part of the ceiling, we
see Mary, the Mother of God, extending her veil
as a sign of her protection.

• Mary is our spiritual Mother, and so is the
Church. On behalf of the Church, she extends
the white cloth with the cross, the baptismal
robe and garment of light to those who have
been born again as adopted children of God,
through water and the Holy Spirit.
• In the Mysteries of Baptism and Chrismation,
we are sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.

• The garment of light and righteousness is
restored. We are sanctified by God’s indwelling
presence and His grace.

• Further west, on the ceiling beneath the choir loft, is an image of
Jesus, the True Vine and the Bread of Life. The image is based on
John 15 and 6:22-59.

• The Vine is a symbol of Jesus and His Church. In Baptism and
Chrismation we are grafted onto the vine. In the Eucharist, Jesus
nourishes and strengthens us.
• Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser…
Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I
am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him,
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing” (Jn 15:1-5)
• In His right hand, Jesus is holding the chalice. The Lamb, the
Eucharistic Christ, is slightly elevated above the chalice.
• Jesus said: “I am the Bread of Life. He who comes to Me hall never
hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst… I am the living
Bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this Bread, he
will live forever; and the Bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I
shall give for the life of the world… He who eats My flesh and drinks
My blood abides in Me, and I in Him” (Jn 6:35, 51, 56).

JESUS – THE TRUE VINE

Stained glass windows on the south side, from left to right: 1) St. Basil and his sister, St. Macrina; 2) St.
Josaphat of Polotsk, Archbishop and Martyr; 3) the three holy hierarchs: St. Gregory the Theologian, St.
John Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great; 4) Blessed Andrey Sheptytsky, Metropolitan of Lviv

Stained glass windows on the north side, from left to right: 1) Blessed Josaphata Hordashevska, the
founder of the Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate (S.S.M.I.); 2) St. Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra and
Wonderworker; 3) The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus; 4) Sts.Volodymyr and Olha

SOUTH EXTENDED TRANSEPT
Saints of the Church of Kyiv and the Church of Constantinople

FOUR MAJOR SAINTS OF THE CHURCH OF KYIV
From left to right:

• St. Anthony of the Kyiv (c. 983-1073) – a
monk and the founder of the monastic
tradition in the Kyivan Rus'.
• St. Volodymyr, the Great, Equal to the
Apostles (c. 9956-1015) – the rule of
Kyivan Rus’, who made Christianity the
official state religion in 988
• St. Olha, Princess and Ruler of Kyiv
(945-c.963) – the grandmother of St.
Volodymyr, who was determined to bring
the people of Kyivan Rus’ to faith in Christ.
• St. Theodosius of Kyiv (1009-1074) – a
monk and founder of the Kyivska Pecherska
Lavra – community monastic life at the
Kyivan Caves

• St. Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra – One of the
most popular saints of the Church, East and West, is
St. Nicholas. He is the patron saint of children, the
poor, orphans, young women, sailors, fishermen,
travelers, priests and bishops.
• In 325, Nicholas was present at the first Ecumenical
Council in Nicea, and took a leading role in the
defense of truth. He allegedly struck the heretic
Arius on the face and was removed from his rank.
The appearance of Jesus and Mary in a vision, moved
the fathers of the council to restore him to his
episcopal rank.
• Hagia Sophia – the Patriarchal Cathedral for the
Church of Constantinople until 1493 (bottom right).
Christianity came to Kyivan Rus’ from
Constantinople. The Metropolia of Kyiv was
established by Constantinople, the Mother Church.
• Papal Basilica of St. Peter – the main church in
Vatican City (bottom left); in October 1596, the
Church of Kyiv restored communion with Rome at
the Synod of Berestia.

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER

• George was a Christian, who served as a
tribune in the Roman army under the
Emperor Diocletian.
• During one of the persecutions, George
was arrested, thrown into prison and
tortured. Many miracles took place through
his intercession while still alive. By his
heroic example and prayers, the Emperor’s
wife, Alexandra embraced the Christian
faith.
• St. George was beheaded in the year 303.
Miracles continued to take place at his
grave and through his intercession.

• In the image, St. George is portrayed
staying a dragon, a symbol of evil.
• The Empress Alexandra is portrayed on the
right. She too has beheaded for her faith in
Christ.

ST. GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR

NORTH EXTENDED TRANSEPT
The Second Coming of Christ and the Great Judgment

“Immediately after the
tribulation of those days the
sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light; the
stars will fall from heaven, and
the power of the heavens will
be shaken. Then the Son of
Man will appear in heaven, and
then all the tribes of the earth
will mourn, and they will see
the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power
and great glory. And He will
send His angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they
will gather together His elect
from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other”
(Mt 24:29-31).

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

THE GREAT JUDGMENT

“When the Son of May comes in His glory, and all
the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the
throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered
and He will separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He
will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats
on the left. Then the King will say to those on His
right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundations of the world, for I was hungry and you
gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I
was a stranger and you took Me in; l I was naked
and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me;
I was in prison and you came to Me… Assuredly, I
say to you, inasmuch as you did it to the least of
these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ Then He will
also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me,
you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for
the devil and his angels…” (Mt 25:31-46).

MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL

“Then I saw and angel coming down from heaven,
having the key to the bottomless pit and a great
chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that
serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and
bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him
into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a
seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations
no more till the thousand years were finished. But
after these things he must be released for a little
while … Now when the thousand years have
expired, Satan will be released from his prison and
will go out to deceive the nations which are in the
four corners of the earth …” (Rev 20:1-10).
The archangel Michael is portrayed with sword and
shield. He has Satan pinned underfoot.

• On the ceiling of the
extended transepts are the
six-winged seraphim, who
form a cross

EAST NAVE & ICONOSTASIS

KATHEDRA AND TETRAPOD
• Kathedra – In the front center of the nave is an area called
the kathedra, (the seat or throne of the bishop). At hierarchical
divine services, it is at the kathedra where the bishop presides
and is vested, hence the area’s name.
• Tetrapod – a small table which stands in the kathedra, when
the bishops’ throne is removed. Placed upon it are the cross
and candles, and icons for veneration. The patronal icon or an
appropriate festal icon is set out on the tetrapod for
veneration. Likewise, the Gospel is brought out to the tetrapod
for veneration during matins.
• When we enter the church, we approach the tetrapod to
venerate the icons. We may also light candles as a symbol of
our prayer and warm devotion.
• The Tetrapod is also the place where some services and Holy
Mysteries take place, such as: Lytia, Panakhyda, Parastas
(Memorial Services), Baptisms, Marriages, and Holy Anointing.

• The Bema – is the elevated area of the sanctuary
(altar), which includes the area in front of the
iconostasis. It is approached by one or several steps.
• The Solea – is the name given to the area of the
bema in front of the iconostasis. At one time, the
solea included a walkway to the ambo in the centre
of the nave.
• The Ambo – was an elevated pulpit (platform)
with steps. It historically arose from the middle of
the nave. From it, facing the altar, Scripture readings
were proclaimed and litany prayers were led by
deacons. Today, the ambo has been reduced to a
semi-circular extension of the solea, upon which a
portable stand or pulpit is placed for the reading of
the Gospel. St. Josaphat Cathedral does not have an
ambo. The portable stand (lectern) is placed in the
middle of the solea, from which the Gospel is
proclaimed facing the people.

BEMA, SOLEA, AMBO

ICONOSTASIS

• The iconostasis is literally the “stand of icons” that rise up at
the front of the nave, separating it from the sanctuary.
• At the very top is the Cross. The Cross opens to us the
doors of Paradise. Without it, no communion with God is
possible.
• Then we have the icon of Christ the King, to whom all
authority in heaven and on earth has been given (Mt 28:18).
• On the same row, we find the prophets of the Mosaic Law.
• Below this is the row of the Feasts, with the Mystical Supper
in the middle.
• On the last row, at our level and among us, stand Christ and
the Mother of God, St. Nicholas (far left), and St. Josaphat,
the patron of the Cathedral (far right).
• On the holy doors in the centre – the Annunciation and the
four evangelists.
• On the deacon doors – St. Stephen, first martyr and deacon
(right) and St. Lawrence, martyr and deacon (left).

EPISCOPAL COAT OF ARMS

• Mitre – the mitre, richly adorned, is an emblem of
episcopal rank.
• Episcopal Staff – a symbol of jurisdiction and authority.
• Cross – A cross with one bar, indicates the rank of an
eparchial bishop.
• Red Galero – the Pontifical or Roman hat, with two
tassels, also known as the “pilgrim’s hat.” The galero has
been in use for more than a thousand years and was first
bestowed to a cardinal, in the colour red, by Pope
Innocent IV at the Council of Lyons (A.D. 1245). The six
tassels on each side of the hat indicate the rank of a
bishop.

• Kalyna - is a national symbol of Ukraine. It represents
beauty, love of family, love of homeland, faith, culture,
national resurgence and unity.

MISSIONARY EMBLEM

Pillar of Fire – in the Book of Exodus (13:21), God guided His
people to salvation with a fiery pillar as a beacon. The pillar of fire
represents our devotion to the Eucharistic Christ. Present in the
Mystery of the Eucharist, Body and Blood, the Risen Christ is our
Pillar of Fire, leading us to the Promised land, the Kingdom of
Heaven. “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Mt
29:20).
Maple Leaf – “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Mt
28:19). The Maple Leaf identifies our mission to evangelize in
Canada.
Blue Periwinkle – represents our devotion to Mary, the Mother of
God.
White Lity – represents our call to purity, chastity, innocence, and
integrity. “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.
Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Mt 10:16).

