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The North and South Transepts



NORTH TRANSEPT

Chapel of the Mother of God



THE VIRGIN OF THE PASSION

• This icon is known as “The Virgin of the Passion,” or “Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help.”

• The original miraculous icon has been in Rome since 1499, enshrined 

in the church of Saint Alphonsus Liguori. The icon was painted in the 

Christian East, possibly the island of Crete. The iconographer is 

unknown.

• The icons shows Mary looking towards the faithful, while pointing to 

her son, Jesus.

• The infant Jesus is startled by the Archangel Gabriel, who appears 

holding the cross and nails. On the left side is the Archangel Michael, 

holding the lance and the sponge.

• The three stars (on the forehead, left and right shoulders) symbolize 

the perpetual virginity of Mary

• The Greek inscriptions read Mater Theou (Mother of God) and IC 

XC (Jesus Christ).



THE BETROTHAL

• The story of Mary’s betrothal to Joseph in the early 

Christian writing titled, The Protoevangelium. Written 

no later than 150 AD, it is the first written account 

of the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

• The betrothal is set against the background of the 

Jerusalem Temple. Mary and her attendants stand to 

the right of the high priest, and Joseph and his 

attendants to his left.

• Joseph is holding a lily in one hand and placing a ring 

on Mary’s finger with the other.

• The lily – is a symbol of their chastity, purity, 

innocence, and piety.



THE ANNUNCIATION

• “The angel Gabriel came to Mary and said, ‘Rejoice, full of 

grace, the Lord is with you ... Do not be afraid Mary, for you 

have found favour with God. And behold, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus ...’ 

And Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be 

to me according to your word’” (Lk 1:26-38).

• The Annunciation is depicted in the center of the ceiling of 

the north transept apse.

• Mary is standing with crossed hands and head bent 

forward, as she listens to the message brought by the 

Archangel Gabriel. The Holy Spirit overshadows Mary.

• The lily, held by the Archangel Gabriel, serves as a symbol 

of the Virgin Mary, her virginity, innocence, purity, piety and 

humility.



THE WHITE LILY - A SYMBOL 

OF THE VIRGIN MARY

In Christian art the white lily is also 

symbolic of the Virgin Mary. It is 

typically depicted in a vase or held by 

Gabriel in Annunciation paintings. 

The parts of the lily have specific 

religious significance to the Virgin Mary:

• The stem of the lily symbolizes Mary's 

religiously faithful mind;

• Lily petals represent her Mary's purity 

and virginity;

• The scent of the flower represents 

Mary's santity;

• The leaves signify her humility.



NATIVITY OF CHRIST

• “And while they were in Bethlehem, the time 

came for Mary to be delivered. And she gave 

birth to her first-born son and wrapped Him in 

swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the 

inn” (Lk 2:1-7).

• The nativity of Jesus is depicted in a cave, 

illuminated by light from the star.

• Jesus is resting on a bed of hay.

• Mary’s face radiates peace, whereas 

Joseph’s eyes express concern.

• The shepherds, lambs, donkey and ox 

complete the scene.



ENCOUNTER IN THE TEMPLE
• “There was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and 

this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him... when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom 

of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and 

said, ‘Lord, now You may let Your servant go in peace, according to 

Your word, for my eyes have seen Your salvation...’” (Lk 2:22-39).

• The righteous Simeon holds the infant Jesus in his arm and 

blesses God.

• Anna, the prophetess, gives thanks to God.

• Joseph is holding a pair of pigeons – the offering made by 

he poor, when redeeming their first-born male child, 

consecrated to the Lord (Ex 13:11-13).

• Mary and Joseph marvel at the things spoken about the 

Child.

• And Mary receives Simeon’s prophetic word: “Yes, a sword 

will pierce your soul also, that thoughts out of many hearts 

may be revealed” (Lk 2:35).



DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS

“At your holy Dormition, O Mother of God and Mother of 

Life, clouds caught the apostles up into the air; though 

dispersed throughout the world, they were brought 

together to form a single choir before your most pure 

body. And burying you with reverence, they sang aloud the 

words of Gabriel: ‘Rejoice, O full of grace, the Lord is with 

you!’ Intercede with your Son and our God to save our 

souls” (Festal Menaion, Aug 15).

• The Dormition of the Mother of God is painted on 

the ceiling, between the nave and the transept.

• With hands crosses, Mary ascends into heaven, 

body and soul.

• Surrounding Mary are four cherubim, who carry 

her into heaven on their wings. She truly is: “More 

honourable than the cherubim and by far more 

glorious than the seraphim…”



ARK OF THE COVENANT

• God instructed Moses to build a Tabernacle (Tent of Meeting) 

surrounded by heavy curtains (cf. Ex 25-27). Within the Tabernacle, 

he was to place the Ark of the Covenant. This ark was made of 

acacia wood and covered with gold inside and out. The top was 

called the Mercy Seat. It was made of solid gold, with two 

cherubim on both sides, with their faces towards the seat and their 

wings spread above.  Within the Ark was placed a golden jar holding 

the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the stone tablets of the 

covenant (cf. Hebrews 9:4). 

• When the ark was completed, the glory of the Lord (cloud and 

light) covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled 

the Tabernacle (Ex 40:34-35; Nm 9:18, 22). The verb for "to cover" 

or "to overshadow" and the symbols of cloud and light are used in 

the Bible to represent the presence and glory of God. God’s special 

Presence rested on the mercy seat, upon the Ark of the Covenant. 

This was God’s dwelling place among His People, Israel.

• In the New Testament, at the Annunciation, the Virgin Mary becomes 

the New Ark of the Covenant, and the new dwelling place of God. 

The Holy Spirit “overshadows” her as God Himself, the Word of 

God and the Bread of Life, comes to dwell within her womb.



HARP

• The harp is a symbol of King David, the 

youngest son of Jesse. As a shepherd, David 

would sing and play on his harp, blessing 

the Lord with inspired psalms.

• Now David rejoices, for Mary, His 

descendant, will give birth the to promised 

Saviour, Jesus.

• The harp is entwined with blue flowering 

periwinkle, a symbol for the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Periwinkle is also known as the 

“Virgin Flower.”

•



ANCHOR

• Christians adopted the anchor as a symbol of hope, because the anchor 

was regarded in ancient times as a symbol of safety. For Christians, 

Christ is the unfailing hope of all who believe in him.  St. Paul, in his 

epistle to the Hebrews, for the first time connects the idea of hope 

with the symbol of the anchor.  “We have this as a sure and steadfast 

anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, 

where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high 

priest for ever after the order of Mechizedek” (Heb 6:19-20).

• Taken up into heaven, body and soul, Mary, the Mother of Christ our 

God, has been exalted and glorified as the Queen of Heaven. “The 

Queen stood at Your right hand, clothed in golden robes and adorned 

with celestial beauty” (Psalm 44:10).  Since she prays and intercedes on 

our behalf, she too, is “the hope of all Christians.”

• Thus the anchor serves as a symbol of our steadfast hope, in our Lord 

Jesus Christ and Mayr, His Blessed Mother.  The top of the anchor 

portrayed here is adorned with the Cross and the initials of the Mother 

of God.



The two stained glass windows in the 

north transept portray the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.

On the left side – the Holy Protection 

of the Mother of God.

On the right side – Mary, the Queen of 

Heaven and Earth.



SOUTH TRANSEPT

Chapel of Christ, the Lover of Mankind



CHRIST THE LOVER OF MANKIND

• The word Pantocrator is of Greek origin meaning "ruler of all". 

Christ Pantocrator is an icon of Christ represented full or half-

length and full-faced. He holds the book of the Gospels in his left 

hand and blesses with his right hand. 

• The icon portrays Christ as the Righteous Judge and the Lover of 

Mankind, both at the same time. The Gospel is the book by which 

we are judged, and the blessing proclaims God's loving kindness 

toward us, showing us that He is giving us His forgiveness. 

• Although ruler of all, Christ is not pictured with a crown or scepter 

as other kings of this world. The large open eyes look directly into 

the soul of the viewer. The high curved forehead shows wisdom. The 

long slender nose is a look of nobility, the small closed mouth, the 

silence of contemplation. 

• The Greek inscriptions read: IC XC (Jesus Christ), HO ON (The 

One Who Is) and ALPHA OMEGA (first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet, symbolizing the beginning and end).



BAPTISM OF JESUS

• “And when Jesus was baptized, He went up 

immediately from the water, and behold, the 

heavens were opened and John saw the 

Spirit of God descend like a dove, and 

alighting on Him; and lo, a voice from 

heaven, saying: “This is My beloved Son, with 

Whom I am well pleased” (Mt. 3:13-17).

• Jesus was baptized by John in the River 

Jordan. 

• For the first time in history, God reveals 

Himself in three Persons: Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.



TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO 
JERUSALEM

• On the image we see the Jewish people 

greet Jesus as the Messiah at the gates of 

Jerusalem. The apostles escort their Master, 

who is recognized on this day as king.

• Jesus rides on a donkey, a symbol of peace. 

He enters Jerusalem to inaugurate His 

Kingdom, which will have no end.

• See Mt 21:8,9; Mk 11:8-10; Lk 19:34-40; and 

Jn 12:12-19



TRANSFIGURATION

“Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John His brother, and led 

them to a high mountain apart. And He was transfigured before them, 

and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became white as 

light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 

Him... a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 

said, ‘This is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased; listen to 

Him’” (Mt 17:1-8).

• The transfiguration of Jesus foreshadows His resurrection and 

victory over death. Jesus will appear to his disciples in a glorified 

body.

• Moses (on the left) and Elijah (on the right) appear and converse 

with Jesus. Both had visions of God on a mountain, and now 

they come to attest to the fact that Christ is in truth God 

incarnate, the one who was foretold by the Law and the 

Prophets. Moses represents the Law and Elijah represents the 

Prophets.

• At the bottom, we see the three disciples: Peter, James and John.



ST. BASIL THE GREAT

• Basil was born in Caesarea of Cappadicia (Turkey) in 329 AD, into a rich 

and distinguished family.

• Abandoning his career as an academic and lawyer, he was ordained 

priest in 363 and consecrated as the Archbishop of Ceasarea in 370.

• He worked hard to confirm the true teachings of the faith, writing many 

letters and treatises.

• He was the first to built a “centre of charity” called the Basiliad, which 

consisted of hospices, hospitals, a school and other buildings, grouped 

around a church.

• St. Basil composed Rules for monastic life in community, which became 

the foundation for communal monasticism, East and West.

• St. Basil died on January 1, 379 AD. Many miracles took place during his 

funeral.

• St. Basil is portrayed here wearing episcopal vestments, on a background 

of rays of the rising sun.



• In the centre of the ceiling on the 

forward part of the transept, St. Basil 

appears again, but now in the robes of 

a Basilian monk.

• St. Basil defended the true teaching of 

Christ on the Mystery of the Trinity. 

His writings were truly inspired by the 

Holy Spirit.

• The Holy Spirit appears in the form of 

a dove, as a reminder of St. Basil’s 

excellent theological treatise on the 

Holy Spirit, the third Person of the 

Holy Trinity.



The two stained glass windows in the 

south transept.

On the left side – the Holy Family: 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

On the right side – Jesus, the Lover of 

Mankind.




