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BISHOP 
Most Reverend David Motiuk 
chancery@edmontoneparchy.com  780-424-5496 
Website: www.edmontoneparchy.com 

CLERGY 

Fr. Peter Babej, Rector 
peterbabej@telus.net  780-993-8037 (cell) 

Fr. Michael Bombak, Assistant  
fr.bombak@eeparchy.com  780-885-8056 (cell) 

DIVINE SERVICES 

Weekdays 

8 AM – Div. Liturgy (Monday-Friday) 
5:30 PM – Div. Liturgy (Wednesdays) 

The Lord’s Day 

Sat 4 PM – Great Vespers 
Sat 5 PM – Div Liturgy (Ukr/Eng) 

Sun 7:30 AM – Great Matins 
Sun 9:00 AM – Rosary Prayer 

Sun 9:30 AM – Div Liturgy (English) 
Sun 11:00 AM – Div Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

Major Feasts 

9:30 AM & 7 PM – Divine Liturgy 

CONFESSIONS 
Before each Sunday Divine Liturgy 

PARISH OFFICE 
Tuesday-Friday:  9:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

  
 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 21, 2016 

ST. GREGORY PALAMAS 
(Second Sunday of Lent) 

Our Venerable Father Timothy of Symbola (8th c.); 

Our Holy Father Eustathius, Archbishop of Great 

Antioch (338)Wonderworker and Hermit; Tone 6 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

DIVINE  LITURGY 

Troparia and Kontakia 

Troparion Tone 6: Angelic powers were upon Your 
tomb* and the guards became like dead men;* 
Mary stood before Your tomb* seeking Your 
most pure body.* You captured Hades without 
being overcome by it.* You met the Virgin and 
granted life.* O Lord, risen from the dead,* 
glory be to You! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit,* now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

Kontakion, Tone 4: The time for action is now 
revealed;* the Judge is at the door.* Let us rise 
then and keep the fast,* offering tears of 
contrition with alms and crying aloud:* Our sins 
are more numerous than the sands of the sea,* 
but forgive us, O Maker of all, that we may 
receive incorruptible crowns. 

Катедра св. Йосафата 
10825 – 97th Street, Edmonton AB, T5H-2M4 
Tel: 780-422-3181 | Fax: 780-425-7517 
josaphat@telus.net 

www.stjosaphat.ab.ca 

St. Josaphat Cathedral 
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Prokimenon, Tone 5 

ALL:  You, O Lord, will guard us* and will keep 
us* from this generation* and forever. 
SOLOIST: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer left 
a just man. 

Epistle (Heb 1:10 – 2:3) 

A reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle 
Paul to the Hebrews. 

In the beginning, Lord, You founded the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of Your hands; 
they will perish, but You remain; they will all 
wear out like clothing; like a cloak You will roll 
them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 
But You are the same, and Your years will never 
end. But to which of the angels has He ever 
said, “Sit at My right hand until I make Your 
enemies a footstool for Your feet”? Are not all 
angels1 spirits in the divine service, sent to 
serve for the sake of those who are to inherit 
salvation? Therefore we must pay greater 
attention to what we have heard, so that we do 
not drift away2 from it. For if the message 
declared through angels3 was valid, and every 
transgression or disobedience received a just 
penalty, how can we escape if we neglect so 
great a salvation? It was declared at first 

                                                           
1 Angels: The angels are the protectors of the saints, 
mediators of grace, and ministers who offer the prayers 
of God’s people in heaven. Archangels stand over nations, 
while angels are present beside each one of the faithful. 
The role of these angels is to minister to those who will 
inherit salvation. During the NT era, many Jews believed 
that angels mediated the Old Covenant. Certainly they 
served the Angel of the Lord, the Son of God. In the New 
Covenant, they serve Him in His humanity. Instead of 
ruling over man, angels are partners in service with us, 
our guardian angels. 
2 Not drift away: A warning against falling away and 
forsaking the Christian faith. 
3 Declared by angels: Jewish and Christian tradition held 
that angels delivered the Torah to Moses at Sinai. Angelic 
mediation of the Law is connected with the Greek version 

through the Lord, and it was attested to us4 by 
those who heard Him. 

Alleluia Verses 

Verse: Your mercies, O Lord, I will sing forever; 
from generation to generation I will announce 
Your truth with my mouth. Verse: For You have 
said: Mercy shall be built up forever; in the 
heavens Your truth shall be prepared. 

Gospel (Mark 2;1-12) 

AT THAT TIME when Jesus returned to 
Capernaum after some days, it was reported 
that He was at home. So many gathered around 
that there was no longer room for them, not 
even in front of the door; and He was speaking 
the word to them. Then some people came, 
bringing to Him a paralyzed man, carried by 
four of them. And when they could not bring 
Him to Jesus because of the crowd, they 
removed the roof above Him; and after having 
dug through it, they let down the mat on which 
the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith5, 
He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven.” Now some of the scribes6 were 
sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why 
does this fellow speak in this way? It is 
blasphemy!7 Who can forgive sins but God 

of Deut 33:2, where the “flaming fire” burning around the 
Lord God on Sinai is rendered “angels.” 
4 Attested to us: The apostles of Jesus were the primary 
witnesses to all that He had said and done. St. Paul was 
not an eye-and-ear witness to the earthly ministry of 
Jesus; in fact, his preaching had to be confirmed by the 
original apostles and was partly derived from them in the 
form of apostolic tradition. 
5 Faith – is an indispensable condition for salvation. Faith 
is collective as well as personal, for the faith of the 
paralytic’s friends helped in his healing. 
6 Scribes: scholars of the Old Testament Law and its 
interpretation. They made copies of the Scriptures (by 
hand); and served as record-keepers, theologians and 
jurists. 
7 Blasphemy: The scribes are angered that Jesus claims 
for Himself a prerogative that belongs on to God: the 
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alone?” At once Jesus perceived in His spirit 
that they were discussing these questions 
among themselves; and He said to them, “Why 
do you raise such questions in your hearts? 
Which is easier8, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your 
sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take 
your mat and walk’? But so that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins” – He said to the paralytic – “I say 
to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your 
home.” And he stood up, and immediately took 
the mat and went out before all of them; so 
that they were all amazed and glorified God, 
saying, “We have never seen anything like 
this!”9 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him 
in the highest.* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia.  

Alternate Ambo Prayer 

O God and Father of glory, for our sake You 
gave us Your only-begotten Son, and through 
Him You have made us Your children, worthy 
again of the Holy Spirit. Have compassion on us 
now, for we have broken Your commandments. 
Do not condemn us with those who have cut 
themselves off from You, nor leave us starved 
of Your spiritual gifts. Instead, make us worthy 
to draw near to You by our words and in our 
hearts, and to prove by our deeds that we are 
Your children, imitators of the conversion of 
the prodigal son to whom You made known 
Your inexpressible love for sinners. Grant that 
we may obtain the everlasting happiness which 
You have prepared for all who do Your will. 
Through the grace and mercy and love for 

                                                           
power to forgive sins. They have misjudged the matter as 
blasphemy, which was a capital crime in ancient Israel. 
Note that Jesus manifests His divinity by absolving the 
man’s sins and by exposing the unspoken disapproval of 
His critics. 
8 Which is easier: Forgiveness is easier to claim than to 
accomplish, since tis effects cannot be verified by 

mankind of Your only-begotten Son, to whom 
glory is due, together with Your all-holy, good 
and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever and ever. 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READERS 

Today – Sunday, February 21 

5:00 pm (Sat) – Theodosia Babej 
9:30 am (Sun) –  Julia Boyko 
11:00 am (Sun) – Zenon Wojnowskyj 

Next Sunday – Sunday, February 28 

5:00 pm (Sat) – David Waselenak 
9:30 am (Sun) –  Russell Jonas Grigaitis 
11:00 am (Sun) – to be assigned 

PARISH 

PRAYING THE DIVINE LITURGY – adult faith 
sessions on the Eucharist and the Divine Liturgy 
– Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30 PM. Presenter: Fr. 
Peter Babej. 

THE SHROUD OF TURIN - three informative 
sessions on the Holy Shroud will take place at St. 
Josaphat Cathedral: Sunday February 28, 
Sunday March 6, and Sunday March 13; 2:00-
4:00 PM. Presenter: Edward Hecker. 

SINCERE THANKS – to the St. Josaphat 
Brotherhood for hosting our coffee social last 
Sunday and for the Valentine’s Day cake! 

ANNUAL MEETING will take place on Monday, 
March 7th, 7 PM, in the church auditorium 
(basement).  

observation. For this reason, Jesus restores the man’s 
body as a visible demonstration of what He has already 
done invisibly in his soul. 
9 We have never seen anything like this: Three signs of 
Jesus’ divinity are shown: 1) He knows the secrets of 
hearts; 2) He forgives sins, a power which belongs to God 
alone; and 3) He heals by the power of His spoken word. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS – all directorates, 
committees and organizations are requested to 
submit their annual reports by TOMORROW, 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND. 

PRAYERS FOR DEPARTED – During the Great 
Fast, we will be praying for all the departed 
(SOROKOUSTY) at the Presanctified Liturgy on 
Friday evenings, 7:00 PM.  

PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY during the Great Fast 
will be served on Wednesdays at 5:30 PM, and 
Fridays at 7:00 PM. Both services are bilingual. 

LENTEN SIXTH HOUR – every morning, Monday 
to Friday, 8 AM, concluding with the distribution 
of pre-sanctified Holy Communion. Readings 
during this service are taken from the Psalms, 
the Book of Isaiah, and the Divine Ladder of 
Ascent by St. John Climacus. 

UCBC/UCWLC MEETING – this Thursday, 
February 25th, at 7:00 PM, in the Cathedral 
basement. 

PYSANKY NIGHT – the Thursday, February 25th, 
6:00 to 10:00 PM, in St. Josaphat Cathedral 
basement, in the Youth Room (former 
Sadochok). Enjoy a Ladies Night Out learning or 
perfecting the art of pysanka writing. Spend 
time in a relaxed social setting, taking time to 
reflect on Easter traditions and their meaning in 
preparation for the Easter season. Email Kim at 
bombak@live.ca or call 780-695-1507 for more 
information. 

LITURGY AND HOLY ANOINTING – for spiritual, 
and physical healing. “On Lazarus Saturday, 
March 19th, at 9:30 am St Josaphat Cathedral 
will celebrate a special Divine Liturgy and 
Mystery of Holy Anointing for the intentions of 
spiritual and physical healing as we approach 
Great and Holy Week. Priests will be available to 
hear confessions from 9AM-5PM on this day. All 
are encouraged to confess, receive Holy 
Communion and be anointed in order to 
prepare to meet the Lord at Pascha!”  

SUMMER CAMP COORDINATOR – We are 
looking to hire a teacher (or student teacher) to 
coordinate and oversee our summer camp for 
children at the Cathedral, in July 2016. The VBS 
theme this year is “Deep Sea Discovery,” a focus 
on the great ‘water stories’ of the Bible. To 
apply, please contact Fr. Peter at 780-993-8037, 
peterbabej@telus.net or at the parish office 
during office hours. 

ICON COURSE WITH FR. DAMIAN will take place 
at St. Josaphat Cathedral June 27 to July 1 (last 
week of June). If you would like to register, 
please contact Fr. Peter at 422-3181 or via email 
peterbabej@telus.net 

COMMUNITY 

THE UKRAINIANS – A unique documentary 
about the war in Ukraine. Meet the film 
directors Leonid Kanter and Ivan Yasniy, 
Ukrainian hero defenders of the Donetsk 
airport, as we as activist-musician Sergiy 
“Foma” Fomenko. Wednesday, February 24, 
7:00 pm, St. John’s Cultural Centre, 10611-110 
Avenue. For more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit: www.dopomoha-ukraini.org 

SHEVCHENKO CONCERT “Taras Shevchenko – 
125 Years in Canada” – Sunday, March 13, 
2016, 2:30 PM, Ukrainian Youth Unity Centre, 
9615-153 Avenue. Tickets: Adults $15; Students 
$5; Children 12 and under – free. Available at 
Ukrainian Social Services, Meest, Orbit. For 
more information call Luba Boyko-Bell 780-469-
4890, or Serge Kostyuk at 780-974-5189. 

March 11-13, 2016 - Retrouvaille - A Lifeline for 
Marriage – Retrouvaille helps couples through 
difficult times in their marriages. Has your 
marriage passed through the Romance stage? 
Retrouvaille is designed to provide the tools to 
help get your marriage back on track. This 
program has helped 10’s of 1000’s of couples 
experiencing marital difficulty at any stage. For 

mailto:bombak@live.ca
mailto:peterbabej@telus.net
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confidential information or to register for the 
program beginning on Mar 11-13, 2016: 
E-mail           info@helpourmarriage.ca 
Phone           780-577-1474 
Website       www.HelpOurMarriage.ca 

RESURRECTION – Michael Zaugg, conductor. A 
combined male chorus of over 50 singers. 
Canadian Premiere – Resurrection Divine 

                                                           
10 passed through the heavens: This refers to the 
Ascension of Christ. Christ ascended into the most 
intimate presence of God in heaven (9:24). This verse is 
understood in the context of the Son sitting “at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high.” Christ has accomplished His 
work on earth and has entered into His Sabbath rest. 
11 sympathize: Christ’s empathy (sympathy) with sinners 
rests on His being tempted in very way we are. 

Liturgy, composed by Fr. John Sembrat OSBM – 
Sat. April 2, 2016, St. Joseph’s Basilica, 10044 
113th Street, Edmonton, AB; 7:30 pm. Tickets: 
$30, tixonthesquare.com or 780-906-1549. 

ROOM FOR RENT – is available in the Millwood 
for a single person, from Ukraine. The 
accommodation is close to Millwood Town 
Centre, ETS, Whitemud Drive, Anthony Henday 
Drive. If interested, please text or call Oksana at 
587-357-1320. 

UCWLC MUSEUM – Open on first and third 
Sunday of each month. For further information 
or to make arrangements for a tour, please call 
Irena Onuferko at 780-488-2356. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
FEBRUARY 17, 2016 
SUNDAY COLLECTION $3,341.20 

PRESERVATION FUND 

Nick Pich $2,500.00 
In memory of +Bessie Pich & +Pearl Reesick 

Michael Reesick $500.00 
In memory of Pearl +Reesick 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Readings for Next Sunday 

Epistle (Heb 4:14 to 5:6) 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens10, Jesus, the Son 
of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize11 with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who in every respect has been tested 
as we are, yet without sin.12 Let us therefore 
approach the throne of grace with boldness,13 

12 Without sinning: One of the several NT passages that 
asserts the sinlessness of Jesus. Having triumphed over 
temptation as a man, He understands our struggles and is 
able to help us through them. 
13 boldness: or “confidence”. The reference here is to the 
throne of grace – the heavenly throne of the Father in 
whose presence Christ intercedes for us as high priest. In 
ancient Israel, the Lord sat enthroned on the wings of the 

Prayer of Saint Ephrem 

O Lord and Master of my life! Drive from 
me the spirit of indifference and 
discouragement, lust for power, and idle 
chatter. (Prostration) 

Instead, grant to me, Your servant, the 
spirit of integrity, humility, patience, and 
love. (Prostration) 

Yes, O Lord and King! Let me see my own 
sins and not to judge my brothers and 
sisters; for You are blessed, for ever and 
ever. Amen. (Prostration) 

+God, be merciful to me a sinner! +God, 
cleanse me of my sins and have mercy on 
me! +I have sinned without number, forgive 
me, O Lord! (4 times) 

O Lord and Master of my life! Drive from 
me the spirit of indifference and 
discouragement, lust for power, and idle 
chatter. Instead, grant to me, Your servant, 
the spirit of integrity, humility, patience, 
and love. Yes, O Lord and King! Let me see 
my own sins and not to judge my brothers 
and sisters; for You are blessed, for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Prostration) 

 

 

mailto:info@helpourmarriage.ca
http://www.helpourmarriage.ca/
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so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. Every high priest14 chosen 
from among mortal is put in charge of things 
pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts 
and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently 
with the ignorant and wayward, since he 
himself is subject to weakness; and because of 
this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins15 as 
well as for those of the people. And one does 
not presume to take this honour, but takes it 
only when called by God, just as Aaron was. So 
also Christ did not glorify Himself in becoming a 
high priest, but was appointed by the One who 
said to Him, “You are My Son, today I have 
begotten You;” as He says also in another place, 
“You are a priest forever, according to the order 
of Melchizedek.16” 

 

                                                           
cherubim over the Ark of the Covenant. Given the 
Tabernacle imagery that permeates the theology of 
Hebrews, the throne of the Father is probably envisioned 
as the Ark of the heavenly sanctuary (Rev 11:19). It is 
here that God gives us mercy after we sin and grace to 
keep us from sin. Christ, enthroned at the right hand of 
the Father, sits on a throne of grace rather than of 
judgment, granting mercy and grace to help in time of 
need.  
14 priest: To qualify as a priest in the Old Testament one 
must: 1) be taken from among men; 2) be appointed to 
serve others; 3) offer sacrifices; 4) have compassion; 5) be 
called by God. In the priesthood of Aaron a priest 
identified himself with humanity and had sympathy for 
his fellow men because he sinned as other men sinned. 
The sacrifices were vicarious offerings of animals. 
15 his own sins: The author has in mind the Day of 
Atonement, the annual feast when the high priest of 
Israel carried sacrificial blood into the presence of God to 
expiate his own personal sins (Lev 16:11), as well as those 
of the people (Lev 16:15). 
16 Melchizedek: Melchizedek is the high priest and king of 
Salem, who greeted Abraham with gifts of bread and 
wine (see Genesis 14:18-20). Christ assumes and fulfills 
the Old Testament priesthood. Like Mechizedek, Jesus is 
both High Priest and King. He does not sin; His sacrifice is 
the human sacrifice of Himself, and His perfect 
priesthood continues in the Church to this day. 

Gospel (Mark 8:34 – 9:1) 

AT THAT TIME Jesus called the multitude with 
His disciples, and said to them, “If any man 
would to come after Me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross17 and follow Me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it; and 
whoever loses his life for My sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what does it 
profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit 
his life18? For what can a man give in return for 
his life?  For whoever is ashamed of Me and of 
My words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be 
ashamed when He comes19 in the glory of His 
Father with the holy angels.20 And He said to 
them, “Truly, I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death21 before they see 
the kingdom of God present with power.22” 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

17 cross: The cross, a dreaded instrument of Roman 
punishment, is also a symbol of suffering by Christians in 
imitation of Christ. We practice self-denial for the sake of 
the love of God and the gospel. Accepting this suffering is 
not a punishment, nor is it an end in itself, but a means to 
overcome the fallen world for the sake of the Kingdom 
and to crucify the flesh with its passions and desires. 
18 This question emphasizes the utter foolishness of 
accumulating worldly wealth or power, for none of this 
can redeem man’s fallen soul, nor benefit a person in the 
life to come. 
19 when He comes: The Father has given Christ the 
authority to judge the living and the dead.  
20 with the holy angels: Jesus alludes to the prophecy of 
Zechariah (14:5). Zechariah describes the “day of the 
Lord,” when God will bring judgment on the unfaithful of 
Israel by gathering armies against Jerusalem to plunder 
the city (14:1-2). Once the faithful have evacuated the 
city, God is expected to “come” with His “holy ones” and 
there be established “king” over the earth. These events 
transpired with the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, 
which prefigures the glorious return of Christ at the end 
of history and the full unveiling of His kingdom. 
21 not taste death: Jesus promises to inaugurate His 
kingdom within the lifetime of the apostles.  
22 This is a reference to those who would witness the 
Transfiguration, as well as to those in every generation 
who will experience the presence of God’s kingdom. 
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«Two Parallel Worlds» – An 

Interview with His Beatitude 

Sviatoslav 

On February 12, Pope Francis and Patriarch Kirill, 

the leaders of two Churches, met at the Jose Marti 

International Airport in Havana. The meeting took 

place in a closed setting. It lasted more than two 

hours.  

The meeting of Pope Francis and Patriarch Kirill 

concluded with the signing of a Joint Declaration, 

which elicited mixed reactions on the part of the 

citizenry and Church representatives of Ukraine. 

His Beatitude Sviatoslav, the Head of the UGCC, 

shared with us his impressions of the meeting in 

general and of the document in particular. 

Your Beatitude, kindly share with us your 

impressions of the meeting between Pope Francis 

and Patriarch Kirill. What can you say about the 

Joint Declaration that they signed? 

From our experience, gained over many years, we 

can say that when the Vatican and Moscow organize 

meetings or sign joint texts, it is difficult to expect 

something good. Firstly, I would like to say 

something about the meeting of the Holy Father with 

Patriarch Kirill, and then I will comment on the text 

of the declaration. 

One notices immediately, especially from their 

comments after the meeting, that the two sides 

existed on two completely different planes and were 

pursuing different goals. His Holiness Pope Francis 

experienced this encounter primarily as a spiritual 

event. He opened his remarks by noting that we, 

Catholics and Orthodox, share one and the same 

Baptism. In the meeting, he sought out the presence 

of the Holy Spirit and received His support. He 

emphasized that the unity of the Churches can be 

achieved when we travel together on the same path. 

From the Moscow Patriarch one immediately sensed 

that this wasn’t about any Spirit, or theology, or 

actual religious matters. No common prayer, an 

emphasis on official phrases about “the fate of the 

world,” and the airport as a neutral, that is, non-

ecclesial environment. The impression was that they 

existed in two parallel worlds. Did these two parallel 

realities intersect during this meeting? I don’t know, 

but according to the rules of mathematics, two 

parallel lines do not intersect. 

I found myself experiencing authentic admiration, 

respect, and a certain reverential awe for the 

humility of Pope Francis, a true “suffering servant of 

God,” who seeks one thing: to bear witness to the 

Gospel of Christ before humankind today, to be in 

the world, but remain of Christ, to have courage to 

be “not of this world.” Thus, I would invite all not to 

rush in judging him, not to remain on the reality 

level of those who expect only politics from this 

meeting and want to exploit a humble pope for their 

human plans at all costs. If we don’t enter into the 

spiritual reality of the Holy Father and do not 

discern together with him the action of the Holy 

Spirit, we shall remain imprisoned by the prince of 

this world and his followers. Then, for us, this will 

become a meeting that occurred but didn’t happen. 

Speaking of the signed text of the Joint Declaration, 

in general it is positive. In it are raised questions, 

which are of concern to both Catholics and 

Orthodox, and it opens new perspectives for 

cooperation. I encourage all to look for these 

positive elements. However, the points which 

concern Ukraine in general and specifically the 

UGCC raised more questions than answers. 

It was officially reported that this document was the 

joint effort of Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev) from 

the Orthodox side and Cardinal Koch with the 

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 

from the Catholic side. For a document that was 

intended to be not theological, but essentially socio-

political, it is hard to imagine a weaker team than 

the one that drafted this text. The mentioned 

Pontifical Council is competent in theological 

matters in relations with various Christian Churches 

and communities, but is no expert in matters of 

international politics, especially in delicate matters 

such as Russia’s aggression in Ukraine. Thus, the 

intended character of the document was beyond their 

capabilities. This was exploited by the Department 

of External Affairs of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
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which is, first of all, the instrument of diplomacy 

and external politics of the Moscow Patriarchate. I 

would note that, as the Head of our Church, I am an 

official member of the Pontifical Council for 

Promoting Christian Unity, nominated already by 

Pope Benedict. However, no one invited me to 

express my thoughts and so, essentially, as had 

already happened previously, they spoke about us 

without us, without giving us a voice. 

Possibly the Apostolic Nuncio can help me 

understand the “obscure places” in this text and can 

explain the position of the Vatican in places where it 

is, in our view, not clearly formulated. 

However, paragraph 25 of the Declaration speaks 

respectfully of Greek-Catholics and the UGCC is 

essentially recognized as a subject of inter-church 

relations between the Catholic Church and the 

Orthodox Churches. 

Yes, you are right. They no longer seem to object to 

our right to exist. In reality, in order to exist and to 

act, we are not obliged to ask permission from 

anybody. The new emphasis here, of course, is that 

the Balamand Agreement of 1993, which 

Metropolitan Alfeyev has used until now to deny our 

right to exist, is now being used for its affirmation. 

Referring to the rejection of “uniatism” as a method 

of uniting Churches, Moscow always demanded 

from the Vatican a virtual ban on our existence and 

the limitation of our activities. Moreover, this 

requirement was placed as a condition, in the form 

of an ultimatum, for the possibility of a meeting of 

the Pope and the Patriarch. In the past, we were 

accused of “expansion on the canonical territory of 

the Moscow Patriarchate,” and now our right to care 

for our faithful, wherever they are in need, is 

recognized. I assume that this also applies to the 

Russian Federation, where today we do not have the 

possibility of free and legal existence, or on the 

territory of annexed Crimea, where we are “re-

registered” in accordance with Russian legislation 

and are effectively liquidated. 

This change of emphasis is definitely positive, 

although essentially nothing new has been said. The 

recognition that “Orthodox and Greek Catholics are 

in need of reconciliation and of mutually acceptable 

forms of co–existence” is encouraging. We have 

been talking about this for a long time, and both 

Myroslav Ivan Cardinal Lubachivsky and His 

Beatitude Lubomyr frequently appealed to our 

Orthodox brothers with these words, but there was 

no answer. I hope that we will be able to foster 

bilateral relations with the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church (UOC), moving in this direction without 

interference from Moscow. 

How would you comment on this statement: “We 

invite all the parts involved in the conflict to 

prudence, to social solidarity and to action aimed 

at constructing peace. We invite our Churches in 

Ukraine to work towards social harmony, to 

refrain from taking part in the confrontation, 

and to not support any further development of 

the conflict?” 

In general, I would like to say that paragraph 26 of 

the Declaration is the most controversial. One gets 

the impression that the Moscow Patriarchate is 

either stubbornly refusing to admit that it is a party 

to the conflict, namely, that it openly supports the 

aggression of Russia against Ukraine, and, by the 

way, also blesses the military actions of Russia in 

Syria as a “holy war,” or it is appealing first of all to 

its own conscience, calling itself to the same 

prudence, social solidarity, and the active building 

of peace. I do not know! The very word “conflict” is 

obscure here and seems to suggests to the reader that 

we have a “civil conflict” rather than external 

aggression by a neighboring state. Today, it is 

widely recognized that if soldiers were not sent from 

Russia onto Ukrainian soil and did not supply heavy 

weapons, if the Russian Orthodox Church, instead of 

blessing the idea of “Russkiy mir” (“the Russian 

world”) supported Ukraine gaining control over its 

own borders, there would be neither any annexation 

of Crimea nor would there be any war at all. It is 

precisely this kind of social solidarity with the 

Ukrainian people and the active construction of 

peace that we expect from the signatories of this 

document. 

I would like to express a few thoughts on the phrase 

that encourages Churches in Ukraine “to work 

towards social harmony, to refrain from taking part 
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in the confrontation, and to not support any further 

development of the conflict.” Churches and religious 

organizations in Ukraine never supported the war 

and constantly labored towards social peace and 

harmony. One need only to show some interest in 

the topics raised through the appeals of the All-

Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious 

Organizations over the last two years. 

Instead, the appeal not to participate in the protests 

and not to support its development for some reason 

strongly reminds me of the accusations by 

Metropolitan Hilarion, who attacked the position of 

“Ukrainian schismatics and Uniates,” practically 

accusing us of being the cause of the war in Eastern 

Ukraine, at the same time, viewing our civic 

position, which we based upon the social teaching of 

the Catholic Church, as support for only one of the 

“sides of the participants in the conflict.” 

In this regard, I wish to state the following. The 

UGCC has never supported nor promoted the war. 

However, we have always supported and will 

support the people of Ukraine! We have never been 

on the side of the aggressor; instead, we remained 

with our people when they were on the Maidan, 

when they were being killed by the bearers of 

“Russkiy mir.” Our priests have never taken up 

arms, as opposed to what has happened on the other 

side. Our chaplains, as builders of peace, suffer the 

freezing cold together with our soldiers on the front 

and with their very own hands carry the wounded 

from the battlefield, wipe away the tears of mothers 

who mourn their dead children. We care for the 

wounded and for those who have suffered as a result 

of the fighting, regardless of their national origin, 

their religious or political beliefs. Today, more than 

ever, the circumstances are such that our nation has 

no other protection and refuge, except from its 

Church. It is precisely a pastoral conscience that 

calls us to be the voice of the people, to awaken the 

conscience of the global Christian community, even 

when this voice is not understood or is disregarded 

by the religious leaders of Churches today. 

Your Beatitude, will the fact that the Holy Father 

signed such an unclear and ambiguous document 

not undermine the respect that the faithful of the 

UGCC have for him, given that unity with the 

successor of Peter is an integral part of her 

identity? 

Undoubtedly, this text has caused deep 

disappointment among many faithful of our Church 

and among conscientious citizens of Ukraine. 

Today, many contacted me about this and said that 

they feel betrayed by the Vatican, disappointed by 

the half-truth nature of this document, and even see 

it as indirect support by the Apostolic See for 

Russian aggression against Ukraine. I can certainly 

understand those feelings. 

Nonetheless, I encourage our faithful not to 

dramatize this Declaration and not to exaggerate its 

importance for Church life. We have experienced 

more than one such statement, and will survive this 

one as well. We need to remember that our unity and 

full communion with the Holy Father, the Successor 

of the Apostle Peter, is not the result of political 

agreement or diplomatic compromise, or the clarity 

of a Joint Declaration text. This unity and 

communion with the Peter of today is a matter of our 

faith. It is to him, Pope Francis, and to each of us 

today, that Christ says in the Gospel of Luke: 

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have 

you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have 

prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And 

when you have turned again, strengthen your 

brothers.” 

It is for this unity with the Apostolic See that our 

Church’s twentieth century Martyrs and Confessors 

of Faith gave up their lives, sealing it with their 

blood. As we commemorate the 70th anniversary of 

the Lviv Pseudo-Synod, let us draw from them the 

strength of this witness, of their sacrifice which, in 

our day, at times appears to be a stumbling block – a 

stone which the builders of international relations 

frequently reject; yet, it is precisely this stone of 

Christ of Peter’s faith, that the Lord will make the 

cornerstone of the future of all Christians. And it 

will be “marvelous in our eyes.” 

Interview in Ukrainian: Fr. Ihor Yatsiv 

 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
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CЛУЖБА БОЖA 

Тропарi і кондаки 

Тропар, глас 6: Ангельські сили на гробі Твоїм,* 
і сторожі омертвіли;* Марія ж стояла при 
гробі, * шукаючи пречистого тіла Твого.* 
Полонив Ти ад і, не переможений від нього,* 
зустрів Ти Діву, даруючи життя.* Воскреслий 
з мертвих, Господи, слава Тобі! 

†Слава Отцю, і Сину, і Святому Духові,* і нині і 
повсякчас і на віки вічні. Амінь. 

Кондак, глас  6: Нині час для діяння явився,* при 
дверях суд, востаньмо,* отже, постячися, 
принесім сльози благання* з милостинями, 
взиваючи:* ми согрішили більше піску 
морського,* але ослаби, Творче всіх,* щоб 
ми прийняли нетлінні вінці. 

Прокімен, Глас 5 

ВСІ: Ти, Господи, захорониш нас, і збережеш 
нас, від роду цього і повік. 

ЧТЕЦЬ: Спаси мене, Господи, бо не стало 
праведного. 

Апостол (До Єв 11,10 -2,3) 

ЧТЕЦЬ: До Євреїв послання  святого апостола 
Павла читання. 

Ти, Господи, напочатку заснував землю і 
небеса -- діл рук Твоїх. Вони загинуть, Ти ж 
перебува-єш; усі, мов одежа, постаріються. 
Ти їх, неначе одежину, згорнеш і, немов 
одежа, вони змінять-ся. Ти ж -- той самий, і 
літа Твої не скінчаться. До кого з ангелів він 
коли мовив: «Сідай праворуч мене, доки не 
покладу Твоїх ворогів підніжком під Твої 
ноги?» Хіба ж не всі вони служебні духи, що 
їх посилають до послуг тим, які мають 
успадкувати спасіння? Тому ми мусимо 
вважати дуже пильно на те, що почули, щоб, 
бува, нас не знесло з дороги. Бо коли слово, 
оголошене ангелами, було таке 
зобов’язуюче, що всякий його переступ і 
непослух приймав справедливу кару, то як 

ми утечемо, коли занедбаємо таке велике 
спасіння? Воно, спочатку проповідане 
Господом, було підтверджене нам тими, що 
його чули. 

Стихи Алилуя 

Стих: Милості Твої, Господи, оспівуватиму 
повік, і з роду в рід сповіщу устами моїми 
Твою вірність.  

Стих: Бо сказав Ти: Повік милість збудується, 
на небесах приготовиться істина Твоя.  

Євангеліє (Від Марка 2,1-12) 

В той час, коли прийшов Ісус до Капернауму, 
чутка пішла, що він у домі. І там зібралося 
стільки народу, що не було більше місця, 
навіть перед дверима; і він промовляв до них 
словом. І от прийшли до нього, несучи 
розслабленого; несли його четверо. А що 
задля народу не могли принести до нього, 
розкрили стелю над місцем, де він був, і 
через отвір спустили ліжко, на якому лежав 
розслаблений. Ісус, побачивши їхню віру, 
каже до розслабленого: «Сину, 
відпускаються тобі твої гріхи.» Були ж деякі 
книжники, що сиділи там і думали собі: «Як 
може цей так говорити? Він богохулить! Хто 
може прощати гріхи, крім одного Бога?» Ісус 
вмить збагнув духом, що вони таке собі 
думають, і каже до них: «Чого таке мислите у 
серцях ваших? Що легше -- сказати 
розслабленому: 'Відпускаються тобі гріхи,' чи 
сказати: 'Встань, візьми своє ліжко і ходи:' Та 
щоб ви знали, що Син Чоловічий має на землі 
владу відпускати гріхи,» мовить до 
розслабленого, «Кажу тобі: Встань візьми 
своє ліжко і йди додому.» Встав той і зараз же 
взяв ліжко, і вийшов на очах усіх; і дивувалися 
всі, хвалили Бога і казали: «Ніколи ми такого 
не бачили.» 

Причасний 

Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на 
висотах.* Алилуя, алилуя,* алилуя! 



11 

 
 

ОГОЛОШЕННЯ 

ЧИТЦІ 

Сьогодні, 21-го лютого: 

5:00 пп (суб) – Андрій Войціховський 
9:30 рано (нед) – Юлія Бойко 
11:00 рано (нед) – Зенон Войновський 

В слідуючу неділю, 28-го лютого: 

5:00 пп (суб) – Давид Василиняк 
9:30 рано (нед) – Расселл Ґриґайтис 
11:00 рано (нед) – не назначено 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

МОЛИТВА ЗА ПОМЕРШИХ – Протягом 
Великого Посту, молитимемося за померших 
(сорокоусти) підчас відправи Перед-
освячених Дарів в п’ятницю ввечір (7:00 веч).  

СЛУЖБА ПЕРЕДОСВЯЧЕНИХ ДАРІВ правиться 
що середи о год. 5:30 пп та що п’ятниці о год. 
7:00 веч. під час Великого посту. Служби 
правляться дво-мовно. 

ШОСТИЙ ЧАС – правиться від понеділка до 
п’ятниці, о год. 8:00 рано.  

ЩИРА ПОДЯКА! Складаємо найщирішу 
подяку нашому братству св. Йосафата за їхню 
гостинність, та за підготовку кави і солодкого 
для всіх парафіян минулої неділі з нагоди дня 
Валентина. Нехай Господь Бог благословить! 

ЗАГАЛЬНІ ПАРАФІЯЛЬНІ ЗБОРИ – 
відбудуться в понеділок, 7-го вересня, 2016, 
о год. 7:00 вечером, в церковній авдиторії. 
Просимо всіх до участи! 

ДЕНЬ ГЕРОЇВ НЕБЕСНОЇ СОТНІ – Молебень за 
Україну та Панахида в пам’ять героїв 
небесної сотні відправиться в суботу, 20-го 
лютого, 6:00 веч. в церкві св. Юрія, 11305-95А 
вул. Після відправи, коротка мистецька 
програма в церковній залі: перегляд фільму, 
читання віршів. У заході беруть участь 
юнацтво СУМ, ПЛАСТ, хор при парафії св. 

Юрія Переможця, мирянські та громадські 
організації. 

МУЗЕЙ Л.У.К.Ж.К. – відкритий в першу й 
третю неділю місяця. 

ШЕВЧЕНКІВСЬКИЙ КОНЦЕРТ – Українське 
Музичне Товариство Альберти, разом із 
Конґресом Українців Канади Едмонтонський 
віддлі, влаштовує Шевченківський концерт, 
«Тарас Шевченко – 125 років у Канаді», ві 
неділю 13-го березня, 2016, 2:30 п.п. в Домі 
Української Молоді, 9615-153 Ав. 
Запрошуємо всіх до участи! 

КІМНАТА ДЛЯ ОРЕНДИ – для одної особи з 
України, в дільниці Millwood. Помешкання 
близько до Millwood Town Centre, ETS, 
Whitemud Drive, Anthony Henday Drive. За 
дальшими інформаціями, просимо 
зевернутися до Оксани на 587-357-1320 
(текст-вісткою або телефонічно). 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
Молитва святого Єфрема 

Господи і Владико життя мого! Духа лінивства, 

недбайливости, властолюб’я і пустомовства 

віджени від мене.  †Доземний поклін. 

Духа чистоти, покори, терпеливости й любови 

даруй мені, слузі Твоєму.  †Доземний поклін. 

Так, Господи, Царю! Дай мені бачити гріхи мої і 

не осуджувати брата мого, бо Ти благословенний 

на віки вічні. Амінь. †Доземний поклін. 

Молитву митаря проказується чотири рази (12 

малих поклонів) 

†Боже, милостивий будь мені грішному. 

†Боже, очисти мої гріхи і помилуй мене. 

†Без числа нагрішив я, Господи, прости мені. 

Господи і Владико життя мого! Духа лінивства, 

недбайливости, властолюб’я і пустомовства 

віджени від мене. Духа чистоти, покори, 

терпеливости й любови даруй мені, слузі Твоєму. 

Так, Господи, Царю! Дай мені бачити гріхи мої і 

не осуджувати брата мого, бо Ти благословенний 

на віки вічні. Амінь.  
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SACRAMENTAL MYSTERIES 

Baptism & Chrismation – for infants and adults: by 
arrangement in advance with one of the priests. 

Marriage – please make an appointment for an interview 
at least six months in advance. 

Confession – prior to and during Sunday Liturgies; also, 
upon request or appointment. 

Anointing of the Sick – for healing and recovery, in all 
cases of surgery and grave illness (spiritual or physical), 
please call one of the priests directly (in emergency 
situations) or the office at 780-422-3181. 

COMMITTEES, PROGRAMS  

Pastoral Council 
Chair: Dan Papirnik 780-474-5193 

Adult Faith Directorate 
(U.C.I.A, Bible Study, Missions, Presentations) 

Director: Ed Hecker 780-483-4707 

Catechetical Directorate 
(Sunday-School, Solemn Communion, Camps) 

Director: Andrea Leader 780-433-6839 

Children’s Choir / Youth Kryllos 
Solomia Babiak 780-457-7071 

St. Josaphat Youth-Disciple Program 
Julia Boyko 780-964-7365 

St. Josaphat Sadochok 780-421-1769 

Mom’s Group 
Kim Bombak 780-695-1507 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Altar Servers (Boys, ages 8 to 17) 
Fr. Michael Bombak 780-885-1507 

Knights of Columbus 
Grand Knight: Greg Warwa 780-483-5810 

St. Josaphat Choir  
Director: Melanie Turgeon 780-243-6208 

Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood (UCBC) 
President: Ron Zapisocki 780-476-8977 

Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League (UCWLC)  
President: Maxine Zakordonski 780-470-4741 

OTHER FACILITIES 

Cathedral Auditorium 780-424-7505 
St. Josaphat Parish Hall 780-421-9353 
For rentals, please call Jenny at: 780-424-9723 
Verkhovyna Senior’s Home 780-429-3846 
Eparchial Chancery Office 780-424-5496 
St. Michael’s Cemetery 780-424-5493 
 

THIS WEEK: FEB 21-28 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

5:00 PM (Sat) – Divine Liturgy for all 
parishioners; for the health and intentions of 
Angie Hupka and Pat Warelis 

9:30 AM (Sun) – Divine Liturgy (Eng) for the 
health and intentions of all parishioners;  

11 AM (Sun) – Divine Liturgy (Ukr) for all 
parishioners; for the repose of +Victor S. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

8 AM – Sixth Hour & Holy Communion 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

8 AM – Sixth Hour & Holy Communion 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

8 AM – Sixth Hour & Holy Communion 

5:30 PM – Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts; for 
the intentions of all parishioners; for the repose 
of all faithful departed 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

8 AM – Sixth Hour & Holy Communion 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

8 AM – Sixth Hour & Holy Communion 

11 AM – Liturgy at Shepherd’s Care (Vanguard) 

7 PM – Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts and 
Remembrance of the Departed (Sorokousty) 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

4 PM – Great Vespers 

5 PM – Divine Liturgy for the intentions of all 
parishioners; for the repose of +Ted Prokop 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

7:30 AM – Great Matins 

9:30 AM (Sun) – Divine Liturgy (Eng) for the 
health and intentions of all parishioners;  

11 AM (Sun) – Divine Liturgy (Ukr) for all 
parishioners 
 

 


